suspend  board  member 


SPRINGFIELD, 
IU.  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Trustees 
of  the  Southern 


Mission  Board 

(IMB),  meeting  in  reflHh 

executive  session  on 
voted  to 
censure  trustee 

Wade  Burleson 
Oklahoma  and  sus- 
pend  him  from  their 
next  four  meetings 
for  multiple  viola- 
tions  of  the  trustees' 
code  of 

that 

Burleson  had  I  ’•.%•  _ 

tailed'  '«L 

to  abide  b\  prove 
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in  (££/*; 
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•'»•.  '  a-tet  -er  \  in  4ra«| 

including  require-  I 
ments  that  trustees 

critidsm^o?  Soar'd  ^SUSPENDED  —  International  Mission  Board  a 
approved  actions"  *»*•  board's  meeting  m  SpongfieW.111.,  on  No 
ana  "scrupulously  P****  •>,m  worn  lour  meetings  for  violations  of  the 

avoid  either  the  fact  - 

or  die  appearance"  of  having 
disclosed  information  or  pri-  _ 
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chairman  John  Floyd  (right)  talks  with  trustee  Wade  Burleson 
ustees  voted  in  ocecutive  session  to  censure  Burleson  and  sus- 
t  code  of  conduct  (BP  photo) 
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History  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
Americans  can  be  quite  compla¬ 
cent  while  the  world  around  them 
is  going  up  in  flames.  The  fact  the  we  are 
isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  world  by 
two  great  oceans  and  unthreatening 
neighbors  to  the  north  and  south,  has 
often  lulled  us  into  a  false  sense  of  secu¬ 
rity  while  epochal  events  unfold  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  that  sooner 
or  later  come  to  engulf  us,  too. 

American  Christians  often  act 
in  the  same  unfortunate  way,  as 
evidenced  in  the  casual  and  often 
indifferent  manner  with  which 
we  treat  religious  persecution  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  We  need 
to  understand  that  such  persecu¬ 
tion  could  one  day  engulf  us,  too. 

Son  Jong  Nam  was  bom  into 
privilege  m  North  Korea.  He 
followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father,  who  rose  to  the  top 
ranks  in  the  communist 
im  H.  regime's  powerful  and  brutal 
n«  Tr  military  apparatus.  He  even 
'  *  became  a  trusted  member  of 
tor  dictator  Kim  Jog  Il's  feared  per¬ 

sonal  security  detail. 

All  that  changed  when  his  wife  made  a 
flippant  comment  about  he  country's  dicta¬ 
tor,  he  type  of  harmless  remark  we  hear 
about  our  country's  leaders  every  night  on 


istory  would  seem  to  indicate  hat  television.  No  remark  about  Kim  Jong  D  is  Fidel  Castro's  government  demanded  as 
Americans  can  be  quite  compla-  considered  harmless  in  hat  country,  however,  a  form  of  population  control.  He  became 
cent  while  the  world  around  them  An  acquaintance  informed  on  her  and  she  a  human  rights  activist. 

Sup  in  flames.  The  fact  he  we  are  was  quickly  arrested  by  authorities,  who  Biscet  was  first  sentenced  to  prison  for 
from  the  rest  of  he  world  by  beat  her  and  kicked  her  in  the  abdomen  until  three  years  for  "disrespecting  patriotic 
reat  oceans  and  unthreatening  she  lost  her  near-full-term  baby.  symbols.  He  is  currently  serving  a  25- 

ors  to  he  north  and  south,  has  When  his  wife  died,  Son  took  their  year  sentence  for  acts  against  the  gov- 
ulled  us  into  a  false  sense  of  secu-  other  child  and  fled  the  country  with  the  eminent,"  confined  to  a  small  concrete 
\ile  epochal  events  unfold  in  other  aid  of  a  Christian  missionary  organiza-  cell  with  no  natural  light.  His  family 
Darts  of  he  world  that  sooner  tion.  For  he  first  time.  Son  heard  of  the  reports  that  he  has  lost  over  60  pounds 

love  of  Jesus  Christ  and  how  He  was  since  his  confinement  and  his  teeth  have 
compelled  to  sacrifice  His  life  for  people  been  allowed  to  rot.  His  family  has  been 
like  Son.  He  soon  made  a  profession  of  denied  permission  to  provide  him  food 
faith  and,  emboldened  by  that  new-  or  even  talk  with  him  on  the  telephone, 
found  faith,  made  his  way  back  into  No  one  knows  how  much  longer 
North  Korea  to  tell  his  friends  and  family  Biscet  can  endure  such  cruel  mental  and 
about  the  Savior.  physical  treatment  before  his  health 

In  a  country  where  the  dictator  breaks  and  his  life  is  threatened,  but  he 
demands  to  be  worshipped  as  a  god  and  steadfastly  refuses  to  renounce,  his  faith 
whose  occupants  are  executed  for  merely  or  break  under  the  government's  mount- 
possessing  a  Bible,  Son  was  quickly  ing  pressure. 

brought  to  the  attention  of  government  As  awful  are  the  persecutions  of  these 
officials  and  arrested.  He  was  accused  of  believers,  they  are  but  two  of  many,  many 
spying,  sentenced  to  death,  and  has  not  thousands  of  people  suffering  for  their  faith 
been  seen  or  heard  from  in  several  today.  American  Christians  wouldn't  know 
months.  His  whereabouts,  if  he  is  still  about  that,  as  we  occupy  our  time  in  endless 
alive,  are  unknown.  debates  about  issues  that  pale  in  comparison 

Oscar  Elias  Biscet  is  a  gifted  Cuban  to  what's  going  on  in  die  rest  of  die  world, 
physician  who  was  once  on  his  way  to  We  are  much  too  comfortable  in  our  cocoon, 
die  top  of  Cuba's  communist  society  —  safe  from  the  world  —  or  so  we  think, 
but  when  he  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  his  It  could  happen  to  us.  Who  will  speak 
Lord  and  Savior,  he  refused  to  perform  for  those  being  persecuted  today?  Who 
the  routine,  primitive  abortions  that  will  speak  for  us  tomorrow?  Think  about  it. 


As  awful  are  the  persecutions  of  these 
believers,  they  are  but  two  of  many,  many 
thousands  of  people  suffering  for  tHeir  faith 
today.  American  Christians  wouldn't  know 
about  that,  as  we  occupy  our  time  in  endless 
debates  about  issues  that  pale  in  comparison 
to  what's  going  on  in  the  rest  of  die  world. 
We  are  much  too  comfortable  in  our  cocoon, 
safe  from  die  world  —  or  so  we  think. 

It  could  happen  to  us.  Who  will  speak 
for  those  being  persecuted  today?  Who 
will  speak  for  us  tomorrow?  Think  about  it. 
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For  most  of  a  generation, 
evangelicals  nave  been 
romanced  by  die  "seeker- 
sensitive"  movement  spawned 
bv  Willow  Cieric  Community 
Church  in  Chicago.  The  guru  of 
this  movement  is  Bill  Hybels. 
He  and  others  have  been  telling 
us  for  decades  to  throw  out 
everything  we  have  previously 
thought  and  been  taught  about 
church  growth  and  replace  it 
with  a  new  paradigm,  a  new 
way  to  do  ministry. 

Perhaps  inadvertently, 
with  this  "new  wave"  of  min¬ 
istry  came  a  de-emphasis  on 
taking  personal  responsibility 
for  Bible  study  combined 
with  an  emphasis  on  felt- 
needs  based  ‘'programs"  and 
slick  marketing. 

The  size  of  the  crowd 
rather  than  the  depth  of  the 
heart  determined  success.  If 
the  crowd  was  large  then 
surely  God  was  blessing  the 
ministry.  Churches  were  ouilt 
by  demographic  studies,  pro¬ 
fessional  strategists,  market¬ 
ing  research,  meeting  "felt 
needs"  and  sermons  consis¬ 
tent  with  these  techniques. 

All  that  changed  recently. 
Willow  Creek  has  released 
the  results  of  a  multi-year 
study  on  the  effectiveness  of 
their  programs  and  philoso¬ 
phy  of  ministry.  The  study's 
findings  are  in  a  new  book 
titled.  Reveal:  Where  Are 
You?,  co-authored  bv  Cally 
Parkinson  and  Greg  Hawkins, 
executive  pastor  of  Willow 
Creek  Community  Church. 

Hybels  himself  called  the  find¬ 
ings  "ground  breaking,"  "earth 
shaking"  and  "mind  mowing." 


The  Baptist  Record 


Guest  Opinion: 

A  shocking 
confession 

By  Bob  Burney 
Columbus,  Ohio 


And  no  wonder  It  seems  that  the 
"experts"  were  wrong. 

The  report  reveals  that  most 
of  what  they  have  been  doing 
for  these  many  years  and  what 
they  have  taught  millions  of 
’  others  to  do  is  not  producing 
solid  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Numbers  yes,  but  not  disciples. 
It  gets  worse.  Hybels  laments: 

^'Some  of  the  stuff  that  we 
have  put  millions  of  dollars 
into  thinking  it  would  really 
help  our  people  grow  ana 
develop  spiritually,  when  the 
data  actually  came  back  it 
wasn't  helping  people  that 
much.  Other  things  that  we 
didn't  put  that  much  money 
into  ana  didn't  put  much  staff 
against  is  stuff  our  people  are 
crying  out  for." 

If  you  simply  want  a  crowd, 
the  ''seeker-sensitive"  model 
produces  results.  If  you  want 
solid,  sincere,  mature  followers 
of  Christ  it's  a  bust.  In  a  shock¬ 
ing  confession,  Hybels  states: 

"We  made  a  mistake.  What 
we  should  have  done  when 
people  crossed  the  line  of 


faith  and  become  Christians, 
we  should  have  started  telling 
people  and  teaching  people 
that  they  have  to  take  respon¬ 
sibility  to  become  'self  feed¬ 
ers.'  We  should  have  gotten 
people,  taught  people,  how  to 
read  their  Bible  between  ser¬ 
vices,  how  to  do  the  spiritual 
practices  much  more  aggres¬ 
sively  on  their  own." 

The  foundation  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  American  churches  is 
now  discovered  to  be  mere 
sand.  The  one  individual  who 
has  had  perhaps  the  greatest 
influence  on  the  American 
church  in  our  generation  has 
now  admitted  nis  philosophy 
of  ministry,  in  large  part,  was  a 
"mistake/'  The  extent  of  this 
‘error  defies  measurement. 

Perhaps  the  most  shocking 
thing  of  all  in  this  revelation 
coming  out  Willow  Creek  is 
in  a,  summary  statement  by 
Greg. Hawking 

"Our  dream  is  that  we  fun¬ 
damentally  change  the  way  we 
do  church.  Tbat  we  take  out  a 
clean  sheet  of  paper  and  we 


rethink  all  of  our  old  assump¬ 
tions.  Replace  it  with  new 
insights.  Insights  that  are 
informed  by  research  and  root¬ 
ed  in  Scripture.  Our  dream  is 
really  to  discover  what  God  is 
doing  and  how  he's  asking  us 
to  transform  this  planet." 

Should  this  be  encouraging? 

Please  note  that  "rooted  in 
Scripture"  still  follows 
"retnink,"  "new  insights"  and 
"informed  research." 

Someone,  it  appears,  still 
might  not  get  it.  Unless  there 
is  a  return  to  simple  biblical 
(and  relevant)  principles,  a 
new  faulty  scheme  will 
replace  the  existing  one  and 
another  generation  will  follow 
along  as  the  latest  piper  plays. 

Wnat  we  should  find 
encouraging,  at  least,  in  this 
"confession*  coming  from  the 
highest  ranks  of  tne  Willow 
Creek  Association  is  that  they 
are  coming  to  realize  that  their 
existing  *model"  does  not 
help  people  grow  into  mature 
followers  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Given  the  massive  influ¬ 
ence  this  organization  has  on 
the  American  church  today, 
let  us  pray  that  God  would  be 
pleased  to  put  structures  in 
place  at  Willow  Creek  that 
roster  not  mere  numeric 
growth,  but  growth  in  grace. 

Burney  is  Salem 
Communications'  host  of  Bob 
Burney  Live,  heard  weekday 
afternoons  on  WRFD-AM  880 
in  Columbus,  Ohio.  This  col¬ 
umn,  which  has  been  edited  for 
length,  originally  appeared  at 
Townhall.com.  Reprinted  with 
permission  by  Baptist  Press. 
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House  okays  homosexual  protection  bill 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
comfortably  approved  work¬ 
place  protections  based  on 
sexual  orientation"  on  Nov.  7, 
handing  the  homosexual 
activist  movement  a  ground¬ 
breaking  victory. 

The  House's  235-184  vote  for 
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ond  congressional  district  in  employees  who  consider  changeable  sexual  behaviors,  HRC,  the  country's  largest 

Mississippi,  voted  in  favor  of  homosexual  behavior  sinful.  should  trump  the  First  homosexual  activist  orgamza- 

the  bill.  Republicans  Roger  •  The  measure  would  open  Amendment."  tion,  and  others  in  the  move- 

Wicker  of  district  one  in  the  door  to  a  flood  of  lawsuits  Land  sent  a  Nov.  6  letter  to  ment  were  displeased  the 

Mississippi  and  Chip  Pickering  by  advocates  of  homosexuality.  House  Minority  Leader  John  House-approved  version  did 
of  district  three  in  Mississippi  •  It  could  pave  the  way  for  Boehner  of  Ohio  to  reiterate  the  not  include  protection  for  trans- 
voted  against  the  measure,  as  the  legalization  of  same-sex  ERLC's  opposition  to  ENDA.  gendered  people.  Rep.  Barney 

did  Democrat  Gene  Taylor  of  marriage.  He  also  signed  on  to  a  letter  Frank,  D.-Mass.,  the  bill's  spon- 

district  four  on  Mississippi.  ENDA,  H.R.  3685,  establish-  sent  the  day  before  to  all  House  sor  and  an  open  homosexual. 

Representatives  of  the  es  a  "legal  quagmire  for  members  urging  them  to  vote  pulled  language  covering 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  &  employees  who  practice,  or  against  the  measure.  transgenders  from  the  measure 

Religious  Liberty  Commission  even  acknowledge,  their  reli-  Among  the  other  62  signers  in  September,  saying  there  was 
(ERLC)  and  other  pro-family  gious  beliefs  -  depending  on  of  that  letter  were  represen ta-  not  enough  support  in  the 
organizations  lamented  the  where  they  happen  to  work  tives  of  Focus  on  the  Family,  House  to  pass  legislation 
House  action.  and  subject  to  judicial  interpre-  Family  Research  Council,  including  such  protection. 

"This  is  a  bad  bill  with  bad  tation,"  House  Minority  Whip  Exodus  International,  Alliance  Transgender  is  an  umbrella 

consequences  for  our  nation,"  Roy  Blunt  of  Missouri  said  in  a  Defense  Fund,  Concerned  term  for^' people  who  live  all  or 
ERLC  President  Richard  Land  written  statement.  Women  for  America,  and  substantial  portions  of  their 

said,  "and  I  am  extremely  He  called  the  bill  a  "clear  American  Family  Association.  lives  expressing  an  innate  sense 
hopeful,  if  it  were  by  some  boon  to  trial  lawyers."  Homosexual  activist  leader  of  gender  other  than  their  birth 

strange  happenstance  to  pass  Matt  Barber,  a  policy  director  Joe  Solmonese  described  the  sex,"  according  to  HRC. 
the  Senate,  tne  president  would  at  Concerned  Women  for  vote  as  the  "making  of  civil  The  transgender  category 
follow  through  on  his  signals  to  America,  said  in  a  written  rights  history."  includes  transsexuals  and 

veto  this  really  bad  bill.  release  ENDA's  supporters  "Our  fight  for  equality  will  cross-dressers. 

ENDA  would  make  discrim-  have  "drawn  a  black  line  not  be  won  overnight,"  In  a  floor  speech  before  the 
ination  on  the  basis  of  "sexual  through  the  free  exercise  clause  Solmonese,  president  of  the  vote,  Speaker  of  the  House 
orientation"  illegal  in  such  of  the  First  Amendment.  It's  Human  Rights  Campaign  Nancy  Pelosi  of  California  also 
areas  as  hiring,  firing  and  com-  hard  to  imagine  the  [founding  (HRC),  said  in  a  written  state-  expressed  disappointment  the 
pensation  for  both  the  private  fathers]  agreeing  that  newfan-  ment.  "It  will  be  won  one  step  at  bill  did  not  include  transgender 
and  public  workplace,  gled  'gay  rights,'  based  on  a  time,  and  we  will  not  (rive  up  protection.  Pelosi  said,  howev- 

until  we  reach  the  finish  line,  er,  she  had  "looked  forward  to 
This  is  a  critical  piece  of  legisla-  this  day"  during  her  two 
tion  and  a  major  step  toward  the  decades  in  Congress  and  called 
finish  line  for  all  Americans."  the  vote  a 


No  Bibles  at  Olympics 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  The  Chinese  $ 
seems  to  be  sending  mixed  messages  about  religt 
gious  freedom  during  the  2008  Olympic  Games 


joyous  occasion 


;ovemment 
hi  and  reli- 


and  conflicting  reports  have  clouded  tne  issue  of  the  legality 
of  Bibles  at  the  Olympics.  The  most  recent  information  indi¬ 
cates  that  Bibles  will  be  allowed  at  the  Olympics,  but  that 
each  visitor  to  China  will  be  allowed  to  bring  in  only  one 
Bible.  On  Nov.  2,  however;  the  Catholic  News  Agency  report¬ 
ed  that  Bibles  were  among  the  objects  prohibited  in  the 


Leaders  of  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  and  the  International  Mission 
Board  pen  an  agreement  to  combine  the  enthusiasm  of  one  of  the  world's 
largest  Christian  student  movements  with  the  church-planting  expertise  of 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries. 


Olympic 


Olympic  facilities.  Five  days  latet  however,  CNA  published 
an  updated  report  indicating  that  visitors  to  Beijing  are  being 
told  to  take  only  one  Bible  with  them  into  the  country.  The 
updated  CNA  account  dted  the  official  policy  from  the 
Beijing  Olympics  website,  which  clearly  Kates  that  "Each 
traveller  is  recommended  to  take  no  more  than  one  Bible  into 
China."  An  AP  story  dated  Nov.  7  reported  that  the  US 
Olympic  Committee  (USOC)  is  investigating  the  matter. 
According  to  the  story,  USOC  spokesman  Darryl  Seibel  said 
the  USOC  hadn't  found  anything  to  indicate  that  Bibles 
would  be  prohibited  at  the  Olympics. 


The  1,744  registered  messengers  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  elect  Broadmoor  Church  pastor  Jim  Futral  as  president;  pass  an 
$18.9  million  budget;  and  approve  a  new  160-bed  addition  to  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly  that  will  also  double  as  cafeteria  space. 


L.  Gordon  Sensing,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  Church,  is  elected  to  the 
wition  of  secretary  of  Cooperative  Missions  for  the  Mississippi 
iptist  Convention  Board  at  tne  recent  meeting  of  the  board. 


District  One: 

District  Three 

Roger  Wicker 

Chip  Pickering 

No 

No 

District  TWo 

District  Four 

Bennie  Thompson 

Gene  Taylor 

Yes 

No 

You  Can 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  * sd  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(1  hove  stimed.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 


3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  Mint  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  us  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.  *  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 
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All  Tied  (Jr 

You  knew  it  would  happen. 
You  did  not  know  when,  but 
you  knew  that  in  time  ties 
would  return.  Now,  some  peo¬ 
ple  new  wear  (tea  and  that  la 
tine  with  me.  Some  folks  wear 
ties  all  of  the  time  even  though 
they  have  not  particularly  been 
in  vogue  of  late  and  that  ia  fine 

wiui  nit?,  nowcvri,  wniK:  uic 


to  have 


among  young  men  in  mar  are. 

What  his  created  the 
change?  As  with  so  much  fash- 
ion  1U86»  tney  sunpiy  aeaoco 
tney  winteo  to  ao  sometning 
different  end  not  be  like  every- 
body  else.  Can  you  imagine 
such  a  thing?  Unless  you  were 
bom  during  die  second  Bush 
presidency,  you  should  have 
known  that  it  would  probably 
happen.  It  is  the  nature  of  the 
fashion  industry  to  develop 
and  approve  some  new  idea, 
some  new  wrinkle  in  die  fab¬ 
ric,  or  some  new  hairstyle.  If 
you  live  long  enough,  whatev¬ 
er  you  consider  being  out  of 
fashion  and  out  of  date  will 
creep  back  into  die  culture. 
People  will  think  that  they 
were  the  first  to  discover  it. 

I  am  not  sure  but  I  think  that 
I  have  lived  through  all  of  the 
movements  of  fashion  changes 
two  or  three  times.  When  it 
comes  to  ties,  1  have  seen  them 
come  and  go.  I  have  watched 


will  continue  in  a 
vifl  attempt  to  get 


Over  die  last  decade  or  so,  1 
have  watched  as  our  churches 
joined  the  anti-tie  movement 
and  a  more  casual  dress 
approach  in  coming  to  church 
tow  place.  In  fact  m  some  of 
our  congregations  virtually  no 
one  wears  a  tie  to  the  worship 
service.  This  is  usually  done 
and  promoted  so  that  people 
who  may  not  be  accustomed  to 
wearing  ties  will  feel  comfort¬ 
able  coming  to  God's  house.  I 
think  there  is  validity  in  that 
thought  process.  In  fact  some 
of  our  churches  have  done  that 
and  dressed  casual  to  the  point 
that  if  somebody  shows  up  with 
a  tie  on,  they  feel  out  of  place. 
Just  recently  1  was  speaking  in 
one  of  our  churches  and  before 
the  service  started  three  differ¬ 
ent  people  came  up  to  me  and 
said,  "What  are  you  doing 
wearing  a  tie?  We  don't  dress 


STUDENTS.  Those  interested  in  this 
position  or  the  interim  position  should 
contact  Pineview  Baptist  Church, 
Clinton,  MS.  Phone  601-924-7677. 
Fax  resumes  to  (601 )  924-8378,  email 


seeking  bi-vocational  Musk  Leader, 
if  interested  please  send  resume  to 
Musk  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box 
363,  Walnut  Crave,  MS  39189. 


SEEKING  Bt- VOCATIONAL/PART¬ 
TIME  children  minister  at  Truitt 
Memorial  Baptist  Church.  Please  sent 
resume  to  the  attention  of  Dennis 
Stringer,  3705  Old  Brandon  Rd.,  Pearl, 
MS  39208  or  contact  the  church  office 
at  (601)  939-2975. 


is  seeking  qualMed  applicants  for  an 
accounting  position^).  Accounting 
degree  A  trust  acounting  experience 


off 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 


NEXT  LEVEL  BASS  RSMNG  SCHOOL 
Beginner,  aifcanced,  tournament  level, 
1)607-7955  far  brochure. 


like  that  here!"  Of  course,  most 
of  them  knew  me.  It  was  a 
point  of  contact /conversation, 
and  I  think  a  way  of  poking 
fan  at  me.  They  surely  would 
not  walk  up  to  a  stranger  who 
had  come  to  worship  with 
them  who  was  wearing  a  coat 
and  tie  and  make  him  feel 
awkward  or  out  of  place. 

Now  it  seems  as  though  the 
fashion  industry  has  saturated 
the  market  with  all  of  the  knit 
shirts,  mock  turtlenecks,  and 
dressy  casual  attire  and  are 
ready  to  change.  That  plus  the 
fact  that  now  that  our  society  has 
been  influenced  to  the  point 
where  nobody  wants  to  wear  a 
tie,  it  is  time  for  a  few  who  want 
to  be  different,  edgy,  and  trendy 
to  step  out  and  make  their 
changes  and  so  more  and  more 
they  are  starting  to  put  on  ties. 
All  of  this  shifting  around  brings 
to  focus  a  number  of  tilings  that 
need  to  be  kept  in  mind. 

One  tiring  that  we  need  to 
realize  is  that  wearing  a  tie  or 
not  wearing  a  tie  does  not  make 
us  more  spiritual  Ties  are  cultur¬ 
al  symbols  and  fashion  expres¬ 
sions.  They  are  not  genuine  indi¬ 
cators  of  spirituality.  You  can  put 
on  a  tie  or  take  one  off  and  still 
have  a  rotten  attitude.  You  can 
put  on  a  tie  or  a  tee  shirt,  go  to 
church,  and  still  live  a  hypocriti¬ 
cal  life  through  the  week.  I  have 
lived  long  enough  to  know  some 
wonderful  godly  people  who 
came  to  church  on  Sunday  wear¬ 
ing  dean  overalls.  I  have  also 
met  some  people  who  wore  high 
dollar  suits  ana  fancy  ties  whose 
lives  gave  evidence  of  the  fact 
that  they  had  no  spiritual  sensi¬ 
tivity  whatsoever.  You  have 
heard  the  old  statement, 
“Clothes  do  not  make  the  man," 
and  regardless  of  what  you 
drape  on  your  body,  it  does  not 


mean  that  your  heart  is  any  dif¬ 
ferent  The  prophet  was  so  dear¬ 
ly  on  target  when  he  said,  "Man 
looks  on  the  outward  appear¬ 
ance,  but  the  Lord  looks  on  the 
heart"  0  Sam.  16:7b). 


out  to 


wood  thing  I  would  point 
all  of  ms  is  that  mow  that 


will  probably  be  some  folks 
who  will  meet  recoil  or  even 
mbs  Cain  about  ft  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  that  there  are  people  who 
wore  ties  who  did  not  like  ties 
but  felt  as  if  they  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  wear  than  to  church. 
Finally,  they  watt  through  the 
process  of  leaving  their  ties  off 
and  enjoying  that  newfound 
freedom  of  not  choking  to  death 
for  several  hours  in  a  worship 
service  and  are  enjoying  a  new, 
relaxed  approach.  If  ties  come 
back,  no  doubt  somebody  will 
probably  hear  them  grumbling 
about  going  bade  to  what  they 
grumbled  about  leaving.  Since 
men  wear  the  vast  majority  of 
ties,  I  am  speaking  of  me  male 
gender  that  like  some  females, 
does  not  like  change. 

The  most  imvortant  thinv  for 

U  •XrBXFVrf  PtefVt  HitVU  fir. 


us  to  keep  in  mind  is  that 
whether  you  have  a  piece  of  cloth 
umippea  around  your  neck  and 
tied  m  a  knot,  or  wearing  an 
expensive  shirt  with  a  little 
emblem  of  a  guy  sitting  on  a 
horse  with  a  stick  in  his  hand,  or 
a  tee  shirt  you  got  from  camp,  the 
glorious  fact  remains  that  God 
loves  you.  He  has  a  wonderful 
plan  and  focus  for  your  life. 

Jesus  was  not  critical  of  the 
rags  that  blind  Bartemaeus  was 
wearing.  He  did  not  critique  the 
grave  clothes  that  had  Lazarus 
bound.  He  did  not  comment  on 
the  skimpy  attire  of  a  dying  thief 
hanging  on  the  cross  beside 
Him.  He  saw  their  need,  and  He 
passed  up  all  of  the  fashion  or 
tack  thereof.  He  touched  their 
lives  with  grace.  My  encourage¬ 
ment  to  you  is  not  that  you 
would  get  on  the  tie  bandwagon 
or  continue  the  crusade  against 
ties,  but  to  do  as  Jesus  did. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutralQmbcb.org. 


GATLINBURG  CONDO;  2 
baths,  sleeps  6.  Full  kitchen,  easy  walk 
to  parkway,  )65/nite.  For  info  email  at 
pdiw4760Ratt.net  or  call  (251)  689- 
9981  or  (251)  689-9982. 


MOVING?  MOAN  A  GROAN  MOVERS, 
(601)  849-3299.  Mbu  provide  track  A 

boxes.  We  provide  Labor. _ 

CHRISTIAN  LONG  INSTANCE:  3.9  state 
to  slate,  3.9  in  state.  No  monthly  service 
charge.  Call  1-866-587-8346  or 


LIFE  A  HEALTH  INSURANCE  CHEAT; 

major  medical,  medicare  supple¬ 
ments,  and  EZ  issue  Life,  Call  Tommy 
Miles,  (800)  258-6366  or  go  to 


ing  Christian  House  parents  for  boys 
home  located  in  Northwest  Alabama. 
Alia  needtog  licensed  Social  Wbrker. 
For  more  information,  phase  call  (256) 


HATTBRURG  ANTIQUE  SHOW  Nov 

16-18  Fri.  A  Sat  10-6,  Sun.  11-4,  $6,  week¬ 
end  Format  County  muM  pupae  center, 
(601)  583-7500. 1-59,  Exit  59  to  49  S.  left 
Boys  A  Girts  dub  A  Salvation  Army  to  ben- 


M,  54th  annual 
goapei  singing.  Saturday  Nov  17, 2007  at 
fharl  It  High  audftorium,  off  Khvy  80  eeaL 


pottery  silver,  porcelain,  furniture  A  more. 


Singing  Echoes,  Down  Gael  Boys,  Tim  Frfth 
A  Goapei  Echoes,  Revelations.  Tickets  $1 1 
ackence.  $13  at  door,  lor  mom  info  cel 
(601 )  9060677  or  (601 )  720-8870. 


Thank  You  Mississippi 

Cafeary  Baptist  Church 

Carrol  Montgomery  Baptist  Association 

East  Central  Community 


□  Holmes  Community  Collage  BSU 
u.  Mencken  Baptist  Student  Union 
0  Morrison  Heighte  Baptiet 


SoiAhem  Mieeieeippi  BSU 
Mieeieeippi  9tate  Unfeeraity  BSU 


Thank  you.  for  being  part  of  tha  251 2 
vohjntesra  that  served  in  Northeast,  Ohio 
tNe  year.  You  era  part  of  aaaing  1152 


Bivo/Small  Church 
iNinisicrs  it  wives  Ncirem 


Providing  a  time  of  encouragement  Inspiration  and  fellowship 


Deacon  Ministry  Emphasis  is  a  plan  with 

specific  actions  that  highlight  deacon  ministries  and 
involve  deacon  training  and  service. 


Lodging:  Holiday  Inn  Express 


Contact  Lowell  Ingram.  662-226-507 1 .  for  info  on  scholarships, 
and  contact  the  Holiday  Inn  Express,  662-226-507 1 ,  Grenada. 
Miss.,  for  info  on  lodging. 

Sponsored  by:  Pastor/leadership  Development  Department 


_ j  „  . .  lw  .  — ...  .  . 1 1 "  *1  •  ".'IT-  '  1  w  ^ 

January  2008  is  designated  by  the  MBCB  as  the  month  to  emphasize  deacon  ministry, 
however  it  may  be  conducted  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

For  information,  contact:  Pastor/lsadarship  Development,  Keith  Gordon, 
601-968-3800,  extension  307,  or  1-800-748-1651 


For  more  info  or  if  you  have  questions,  contact  Robin  Nichols,  Financial  Services, 
601-292-3226  or  E-mail  michols@mbcb.org 


Bonus  Audition  for  MBASYC&O 

Open  to  9th  •  12th  graders 
December  2,  2007 
2-5  p.m. 

Baptist  Building,  51 5  Mississippi  Street  Jackson 
CaN  1-800-748-1 651,  ext.  266  or  visit 
www.mbcb.org  for  details  and  registration  form 


Mississippi  Family  Jr 

o*v  the,  gulf  Coast  Jody  26-30,  2008 


Location:  Jackson  County 


FJ  N  A  N  C  I  A  L 
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Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


For  Your 
Information 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


Charitable  Contributions  fund  most  churches;  legal  and  technical  rules  apply. 

While  many  donors  and  church  leaders  don't  understand,  the  consequences  can  be 
serious.  A  resource  for  each  church  could  be  Richard  Hammar's  Church  and  Clergy 
Tax  Guide,  2007.  The  2008  version  is  available  in  late  January  2008.  Call 
1.800.222.1840  -  Christianity  Today. 

Housing  Allowance  is  an  important  legal  concept  for  pastors  and  churches.  Be 

sure  you  understand  the  rules.  This  is  not  rocket  science,  yet,  it  is  difficult  and 
understandable.  Contact  Financial  Services  for  a  booklet. 

Employee  or  Self-employed??  That  is  the  question.  As  a  church  treasurer  do  you 
know  die  difference?  Each  church  is  to  determine  the  status  of  all  who  receive  com¬ 
pensation.  The  rules  are  important.  Ministers  are  treated  differently  than  others. 
Actually,  the  ordained  minister  is  both!?!  See  the  Minister's  Tax  Guide  for  more 
information. 

All  pastors  and  church  staff  need  to  have  a  retirement  plan.  The  employer  (the 
church)  can  contribute  each  month.  The  church  can  vote  to  contribute  to  GuideStone 
Financial  Services  of  the  SBC  "Church  Retirement  Plan"  as  a  benefit  to  the  employ- 
ee(s).  MBCB  provides  protection  benefits  and  matching  dollars.  This  protection  is  for 
the  pastor  and  his  family.  Make  certain  you  are  protecting  your  pastor  and  family. 


your  ear.  proclaim  upon  the 


What  I  tett  you  In  the  darkness.  speak  in  the  light,  and  what  youheSr 


Cost:  $25  per  person  ($50  maximum  for  immediate  family 
members) 

Includes  program  fee,  t-shirt,  breakfast  and  lunch  meals, 
plus  dinner  on  Wednesday  evening 

Types  of  Ministries:  Light  Construction/painting. 
Community  Service  &  Outreach,  Children's  Ministries.  Acts 
of  Kindness 


How  to  Register:  Request  a  registration  packet  by  calling 
MS  wMu  at  800-748-165 1 ,  ext  317.  or  E-mail 
lmiller@mbcb  org 


For  more  information  please  contact  Don  Gann 
(dgann@mbcb.org)  in  Men's  Ministry  or  Tammy  Anderson 
(tanderson@mbcb.org  )  in  Mississippi  wMu  at 
800-748-1651. 


November  1 5,  2007 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


This  event  is  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Family 
Ministry  Team,  Men  s 
Ministry,  Mississippi 
wMu.  Jackson  ’ 

Association,  and  participating  local  churches. 


The 


yea 


suit 


Merry  cJtristMwu  to  puton  t*,  the, 

Baptist  Convention,  of  MaryUjtd/Oe/aMmrt 

What  u  the,  suit project? 

For  owr  49  yaws  MMNfcp  B*Mi  hew  wfead  wndhig  im  autatopw 


took) now woifc aw  Many ol 


Whatcanldo? 

Simply  rate  a  doraMon  I 


■  IIIIIIIMI 

BAPTISTS 


Ini! to  day 


YOU  CAN  HFIP  YOUR  CHURCH 

WHEN  YOU  START  YOUR  CHURCH  FAMILY 

ON  THE  ROAD  TO  FINANCIAL  F  RE  F  DOM! 

Visit  www  sbc.net/nrwd.iy/mississippi 


■  Read  the  New  Day  web  page. 

•  Follow  the  Instructions. 

■  Complete  the  online  form. 

•  I  will  send  the  FREE  DVD/CD  postagepaid. 


Where,  do  I  tuuL  my  donation? 


dootgMfto  your  chock  to  •*  Suft  Project. 

Mail  to: 

Mon's  Ministry  Deportment,  P.0.  Box  530,  Jeckeon,  MS  39205-0530 


For  additional  information,  contact  Jerry  Mixon,  director,  Stewardship 
Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  1.800.748.1651,  ext. 
347/801 .292-3347. 


tutors’ Wivti 


SIC  CONFERENCE 

January  31-  February  1.  2008  First  Baptist  Church,  Natchez,  Miss. 

All  music  ministers,  accompanists,  musicians  and  college  students 
in  church  music  are  encouraged  to  attend. 


SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES  FOR  LADIES 

There  are  so  many  sights,  activities  and  points  of  interest  to  be 
enjoyed  in  Natchez.  Information  will  be  available  and  opportunity 
provided  for  the  ladies  to  make  plans  together. 

HOST  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC:  L.  Graham  Smith,  Interim 


If  funds  are  available,  we  mi  sand  a  dothina  oift  certificate  to  the 
pastors  wee i  mien  tney  go  wwnout  tnmgs  mat  tney  want  or  neeo 
to  support  their  husbands  ministry.  This  is  •  wonderful  way  to 
show  them  that  they  are  not  forgotten  and  that  the  support  they 
provide  their  husband  is  truly  appreciated. 


uecemner  27  28  2097 


Registration  begins  at  12KX)  p.m. 

Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  Rehearsal  at  1:30  p.m. 
Churchmen  Bells  Rehearsal  at  12:30  p.m. 

Conference  begins  at  4:00  p.m.  Thursday 
with  regular  session  and  ends  after  the  banquet  Friday  evening. 


LOCATIONS 


4th  Annual 
Senior  Adult 
Evangelism 
Rally 


Place:  Emmanuel  BC,  Grenada 
Date:  January  22, 2008 
Time:  8:00  a.m.  - 11:45  a.m. 


I M|  Hmmm  /  fC|  -  Chun*  /  |Ol  OM» 


Music:  Russell  Newport,  Springhill,  Missouri 
Pianist:  Irene  Martin,  Harperville,  Miss. 

Preacher  John  Avant 

(former  Vice  President  of  Evangelism  for  the  NAMB) 
Pastor  of  FBC,  West  Monroe,  La. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  at  601-292-3373  or  1-800-748-1651 
or  E-mail  gshoivs@mbcb.org. 


Harrisburg  BC.  Tupelo 
4675  Cm  Goofcn  Bfcd .  Tupelo  38801 


Fairoiew  BC.  Columbus 
127  Airkne  Rd  .  Columbus  39702 


FBC.  Jackson 

431  N  State  St  .  Jackson  39201 


Central  BC.  Meridian 
2511  C  St .  Meridian  39302 


FBC.  McComb 

1 700  Delaware  /Ve .  McComb  39648 


Laurel  area 


Mgnon  WMiamson 


Slater  Murphy 


Wyndy  South 


Harry  Ti«ery 


Greg  Stone 


<H|  662-840-9970 


(Q  662-328-2924 


|0|  601-292-3272 


|C|  601-693-4288 


|C)  601-684-2971 


Hernando  BC.  Hernando 
1 1  E  Center  St.  Hernando  38632 


Cartervike  BC.  Petal 
1115  CartenSe  Rd .  Petal  39465 


FBC.  Vandeave 

12513  Hwy  57.  Vandeawe  39565 


Barry  Tweedy 


Kathy  Vari 


Tim  WSion 


Emmanuel  BC 

245  Meadowbrook  Rd  .  Grenada  38901 


North  Greenwood  BC 
6 1 5  Grand  BNd  .  Greenwood  38930 


Barry  Worrell 


Patricia  Ethridge 
Tommy  Smith 


|C|  662-429-6389 


|H|  601-264-7443 


(C)  228-826-5806 


|C|  662-226-5316 


|C)  662-453-2801 


Four  Breakouts: 

"Taking  up  your  Towels"  (John  13) 

Phil  Walker,  Pastor,  Ridgecrest,  Madison 

"Fresh  Encounter  with  God" 

Bill  Patterson,  Pastor,  FBC,  Richland 

"Evangelism  through  Caregiving" 

Cindy  Still,  Alabama 

(former  WMU  Director  of  Nevada  Convention/ 
Consultant  for  the  Missouri  Convention) 

For  Leaders:  "What  Makes  a  Good  Senior  Leader!" 

Bobby  Shows,  Missouri 

(former  Senior  Adult  Consultant  for  Missouri  Convention) 


FESTIVALS 


tfci  JUy  {joa....  November  1 6  -  December  6 ,  2007 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  Prayerline  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 

QiVe  thanks  for  everything,  for  this  is  Qobs  Will  ra*T*R1T 

or  uou  in  Christ  Jesus' 


upon  to 


of  Prayer 


ENCOURAGE  AN  MK  TODAY 
WITH  A  CARD! 

1/3/96  1/16/95 

MISS  KATELYN  R.  BROWN  MR.  AUSTIN  S. 

Parents:  Donald  k  Donna  Parents:  Jerry  k  Kelly 
Central  k  Eastern  Europe  Last  Frontier 

1/5/93  1/18/06 

MISS  MELEAH  D.  PEACOCK  MISS  NAOMI  K.  LOGAN 
Parents:  Kevin  k  Brenda  Parents:  Chadwick  It  Keyesy 

Middle  America  Western  Europe 


1/27/00 

MBS  AIMEE  YEAGER^ 
Parents:  Tommy  It  Jennifer 
Last  rronoer 


Got  Questions?  COMMUNICATION  SEBIIICES  Has  Bnsmers  for 


1/5/91 

MBS  CASSANDRA  ROBERTSON 
Parents:  Steve  It  Ruth 
West  Africa 


1/21/97 

MR.  CALEB  E.  HOLYFIELD 
Parents:  Michael  It  Patricia 
Central  It  Eastern  Europe 


1/8/92 

MR.  STEVEN  D.  ALEXANDER 
Parents:  Mark  It  Karen 
South  America 


1/25/89 

MBS  STEPHANIE  YOUNG 
Parents:  Steven  It  Laura 
Middle  America 


PO  Boot  5301  Jackson  MS  38205 

PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  members 
may  send  a  package  of  cards  together; 
cards  do  not  have  to  be 
sent  individually  to  the  wM*. 


1/15/05 

MR.  ISAAC  BEAMAN 
Parents:  Brad  It  Lenora 
Last  rronoer 


1/26/89 

MBS  HANNAH  M.  RAY 
Parents:  Michael  It  Linda 
Central  It  Eastern  Europe 


1  I  ^ 

p.:  tigate 

1  -1.'  -I'.-i'.'.  l  '1 

For  Singles:  Did  1  Get  Out  of  Bed  for  This? 

Saturday,  January  26,  2008  1 2:30  -  4  p.m. 

Easthaven  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 

% 

\ 

No  rnat  to  voul  Conference  starts  with  ice  cream  social  and  oraisa  band ... 
Cookout  after  contorsnoa  tor  a  great  time  of  Mtowship  with  singles  from  al 
over  Mlssissippil  For  more  into,  contact  Talmadge  Smith  at  801-633-8111. 
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Draper:  Sunday  School  concept  on  rebound 

By  TbHV  Mwtln  I  umwth  ay  all  hut  Fw.rrw  .-Kiipr'K  n(  knciruKvmir 


“We  have  a 


dale  to  make  diadples,"  said 
Kiehr  Young,  director  of  the 
Sunday  School  Department  at 
the  Mississippi  ftaptiet 
ConvenMon  Board  (MBCB)t 
during  a  recent  Sunday  School 
Conference  at  First  Church, 


The  keynote  meeker  for  the 
conference  was  Jimmy  Draper; 
former  president  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of  die 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  in  Nashville  from  1991- 
20O&  and  a  longtime  Southern 
Bandst  nrrarhrr  and 

In  2004.  Draper  struck  a 
chord  with  younger  leaden 


across  the  SBC  when  he  chal¬ 
lenged  those  at  the  annual 
meeting  to  make  a  way  to 
indude  younger  leaders.  He 
then  traveled  across  the  coun¬ 
try  listening  to  younger  leaders 
and  became  even  more  con¬ 
vinced  that  their  passion  and 
enthusiasm  for  reaching  the 
lost  for  Christ  was  needed  to 
reinvigorate  a  denomination 
whose  foundation  is  built  upon 
evangelism  and  missions. 

In  his  comments  during  an 
interview  in  Winona,  Draper 
affirmed  what  Young  had  stated. 

“There  is  a  strong  move  of 
church  plan  tine  in  contempo¬ 
rary  churches  mat  may  not  be 
using  Sunday  School  per  se;  they 
am  using  small  groups,”  Draper 
said.  “Most  of  our  churches  are 
doing  some  form  of  Sunday 


growth  at  all  but 
mem  to  a  growth  in 
enrollment.  What's 
an  my  heart  to  two 
things:  You  have  to 
have  auality  teach¬ 
ers,  and  you  have  to 
have  quality  curricu¬ 
lum.  It  doesn't  matter 


home  church  of  businessman 
Arthur  Flake,  who  to  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  little  book.  Building 
a  Standard  Sunday  School. 

What  has  become  known  as 
"Flake's  Formula"  in  that  book 


wnat  literature  you 
use  —  the  cumcu- 


Draper  pondered  what  Flake 
woukf  think  of  the  state  of 
Sunday  School  in  2007. 


to  that  in  our  search 
for  teachers  in  our 
churches,  we  have 
people  serving  who 
are  not  qualified  to 


serve.  Thars  not  a 
slam  on  anyone,  but 
that's  die  reason 
conferences  like  this 
are  important, 
because  people  need 
to  be  trained. 

"In  the  first  oentu- 
FRESH  PERSPECTIVES  —  Jimmy  Draper,  ry  teachers  were 
former  president  of  LifeWay  Christian  paramount.  The 
Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  apostles  were  itiner- 
shares  his  thoughts  with  conferees  at  First  ant.  The  longest  Paul 
Church,  Winona,  during  a  Sunday  School  stayed  anywhere 
Conference.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin)  was  two  or  three 

years,  so  it  was  the 
teacher  that  was  the 

School.  They  may  call  it  connec-  stabilizing  force  in  the  first  cen- 
tions  class,  or  Bible  study.  There  tury.  Now,  today,  the  theologian 
are  home  groups,  but  the  dung  1  for  the  church  is  the  Sunday 
deeply  befieve  is  that  you've  got  School  teacher.  They  have  more 
to  lead  people  to  study  the  Bible,  time  with  the  average  churchgo- 
Our  people  are  deeply  ignorant  er  than  the  pastor  does." 
of  the  Bible.  They  nave  little  Draper  said  he  was  pleased 
Bible  knowledge  and  even  less  to  be  sharing  with  conference 
Bible  application.  attendees  at  First  Church, 

"I  mink  Sunday  School  is  on  Winona.  The  church  is  the  pillar 
the  rebound.  We  went  through  a  and  ground  of  Southern  Baptist 
period  where  we  didn't  have  any  Sunday  School,  as  it  was  the 


"By  and  lame,  our  churches 
are  fiat,"  said  Draper  "We  say 
70%  are  ptatoaued  or  dediniraL 
but  actually  it's  more  like  80%. 
It's  interesting  —  the  kind  of 
weekend  Christianity  we  have 
would  be  unknown  in  the  New 
Testament  It  would  be  unknown 
in  most  of  church  history. 

"The  kind  of  people  who 
died  to  get  Scripture  to  us,  peo¬ 
ple  like  Wydin  and  Tyndale, 
wouldn't  recognize  the  kind  of 
Christianity  we  have  today.  The 
big  filing  to  me  is  that  Jesus  died 
so  that  He  could  be  'everything' 
in  our  lives.  To  most  of  us,  Hevs 
'something.'  The  idea  that  we 
have  been  put  in  the  world  to 
spread  the  tospel  is  foreign  to 
the  average  Southern  Baptist." 

Draper  also  believes  there  can 
be  a  problem  with  leadership. 

"I  tell  pastors  all  the  time 
that  you  lead  by  example," 
Draper  said.  "I  tell  them  that  if 
they  want  a  soul-winning 
church,  they  have  to  be  soul 
winners  themselves.  We've 
developed  this  CEO  mentality." 
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ELY  BCTIT  ELTUCQPLO 
TEPY  ILWM  WRCN,  WRCV 
WREW  EQC  URMZC  LCCY 
LMW  E  FRVTPXPEL;  KIW 
WRCV  WREW  EQC  TPXA. 

ZIAC  JPSC:  WRPQWV-MLC 
Clue:  U  -W 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week 's 
puzzle:  Mark  Eight:  Thirty-Six. 
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TOIL  FULL  1  800  231  6035 


Mississippi  Baptists 

New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  is  grateful  to 
Mississippi  Baptists  who  are  graciously  giving  to  the 
Mississippi  Manor  Student  Housing  Project.  Your  generous 
gifts  will  help  provide  student  families  with  quality,  affordable 
campus  housing  for  years  to  come.  Thank  you. 

New  Orleans 

Baptist  Theological  Seminary 


Haymes 
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Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedafe,  has  called 
Neal  L.  Wallace  as  min¬ 
ister  of  music.  He  and 
his  wife  Toni  come  from 
Bethany  Church, 

Andalusia,  Ala. 

Roaeland  Park 

Church,  Picayune,  has 
called  Kriss  Haymes  as 
pastor.  He  comes  from 
Tulsa,  Okla.,  with  his 
wife  and  four  children. 


Wallace 


Big  Level  Church,  Wiggins,  has  called 
Dean  Belton  as  minister  ofmusic. 


LSLEk : 


»r  mote  information  about  thk  ongoing  project 
contact  Tom  Boone  in  Picayune,  Mississippi 
at  1.M0.426.1M6  or  nMnokts.bellsoutb.net 


Serving  Bus  ft  Van  Ministries  Since  1972 

you,  Milfi  Aftot  iVllly 

The  Bus  Cento  proMdes  not  only  quality  equipment  at  a  fair  price,  but  also 
the  highest  quality  serwee  possible.  Our  buses  and  vans  feature  safer  body 
construction,  higher  passenger  capacity,  and  greater  seating  comfort 

Visit  iMMA.thebuscenter.com  to  wew  our  huge  select  ion  of  new  and  used  buses. 
Find  exactly  wrttat  you  are  lookng  for  wither  our  large  inventory  and  receive  a 
price  quote  online.  We  look  forward  to  hewing  you  find  the  vehicle  for  your  needs' 
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www.ibebmcenler.coni 
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ractical  Principles 


Christian  Living 
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By  Jimmy  Porter,  executive  director 

Miss.  Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission _ 

Scripture  teaches  us  that  die  family  is  older 
than  the  church.  God  in  his  wisdom  established 
die  family  long  before  he  organized  die  church. 
Genesis  1:24  says,  "For  this  reason  a  man  will 
leave  his  father  and  mother  and  be  united  to  his 
wife,  and  they  will  become  one  flesh."  The  home 
was  and  is  God’s  idea. 

The  early  church  did  not  meet  in  elaborate  wor¬ 
ship  centers,  but  they  did  assemble  in  the  homes. 
The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  comprised  of 
thousands  of  churches  that  could  be  called  "fami¬ 
ly"  churches.  What  I  mean  by  that  is  that  every¬ 
thing  the  diurch  does  is  directed  toward  the  fami¬ 
ly,  even  the  height  and  size  of  the  platform. 

One  such  church  had  die  pulpit  platform  two 
feet  in  height  with  six  inch  steps.  Tne  reason  was 
so  children  could  walk  onto  me  platform  easily 
and  present  their  VBS  and  Christinas  programs. 

If  you  examine  die  programs  of  these  church¬ 
es,  you  will  find  much  of  what  they  do  revolves 
around  the  family  — homecoming,  reunions, 
revivals,  and  fellowships.  They  even  recognize  all 
the  birthdays  of  die  week  along  with  all  me  wed¬ 
ding  anniversaries.  They  worship  the  Lord  each 
Sunday,  promote  all  the  special  offerings  and  still 
support  the  Cooperative  Program.  They  are  sta¬ 
ble  and  seldom  '’split"  because  they  are  all  relat¬ 
ed  to  one  another.  They  take  care  of  one  another 


GOD’S  IDEA 

and  can  be  counted  on  in  a  time  of  crisis.  They 
remain  the  backbone  of  the  convention  because 
they  realize  the  importance  of  family. 

What  does  all  of  this  have  to  do  with  die 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  more  partic¬ 
ularly,  tne  Christian  Action  Commission? 
Throughout  this  past  year  the  staff  here  has  been 
involved  with  our  legislators  in  supporting  laws 
that  strengthen  our  families  and  working  to 
defeat  laws  that  tear  down  the  family  and  are 
harmful  to  the  cause  of  Christ. 

We  have  continued  to  work  alongside 
churches  and  associations  who  have  and  are  fac¬ 
ing  gambling  and  liquor  referendums.  We  have 
provided  materials  and  information  to  churches 
who  have  taken  a  Christian  stand  against  the 
social  ills  in  their  communities. 

The  Christian  Action  Commission  has  been 
the  agency  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  in  speaking  out  on  abortion  and 
gathering  pennies  from  all  across  our  state  for 
tne  Memorial  to  the  Missing.  We  now  have 
approximately  47  million  pennies  in  the 
Memorial.  Pray  with  us  that  we  will  reach  our 
goal  of  fifty  million  pennies  by  the  end  of  this 
year.  If  you  haven't  given  and  reel  led  to  partic¬ 
ipate,  you  can  make  a  check  out  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  desig¬ 
nate  it  to  die  Memorial  to  the  Missing,  and  mail 
it  to  die  Christian  Action  Commission,  FO  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205.  Your  gift  will  be 


I  want  you  to 


changed  into  pennies  and  placed  alongside 
others  who  have  already 

Having  said  all  of  tr 
know  mat  the  Chi 
Commission  is  really  about  families. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  our  world 
have  so  many  assaults  been 
launched  at  the  family. 

Therefore,  our  pledge  to 
you  is  to  continue  work¬ 
ing  in  2006  to  make 
Mississippi  a  place 
where  families  can  and 
will  be  what  God 
designed  them  to  be. 

If  there  is  any  way 
we  can  assist  you  in  die 
coming  yeat  please  give  us 
a  call  Working  together  we 
can  make  a  difference.  The 
holiday  season  is  upon  us, 
and  it  provides  a  wonderful 
opportunity  to  gather  your 
family  for  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas  to  celebrate 
what  God  has  done  in  your  lives. 

Also,  spend  some  time 
with  one  another  how 
they  are  and  then  thank  God  for 
each  other. 

Happy  Thanksgiving! 


K I  \  i  \  \  i 


Lsi  For  i  iii  K i  c  okd 


First  Church,  McLaurin, 
Hattiesburg:  Revival,  Nov. 
25-28;  evening  services,  7 
p.m.;  Gary  Bowlin,  speaker; 
John  Hubbell,  music;  Neil 
Harvison,  pastor;  for  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  583-8007. 


I 
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Gates  open ,  3:30  p.m.  /  Service ,  5-7:30  p.m. 
Candlelight  Prayer  at  7:00  p.m. 

MS  AG  &  Forestry  Museum 

Coma  &  enjoy  the  early  1900't  smalltown,  Mississippi. 
Join  in  prayers  and  music  to  thank  God  for  our  state 
and  country  and  pray  for  a  nationwide  revival. 

Free  admission  -  Everyone  is  welcome. 

For  more  info:  Call  1-800-484-9486  or 
1-601-248-7000  or  visit  www^heUSArcvivaLcom. 


1.  Macedonia  Church,  Mend¬ 
enhall,  exceeded  its  $2300 


.  _  , _ Jager  model¬ 

ing  the  hat  designed  by  the 
laaies  of  Women  on  Mission. 

2.  Hebron  Church,  Meridian, 
celebrated  its  100  year 
anniversary  Oct  27-28  with 
a  gospel  sing,  beef  stew  sup- 
pet  fashion  show,  and  spe¬ 
cial  Sunday  service  and  cov¬ 


ered  dish  fellowship.  Shown 
are  some  of  the  participants 
in  the  fashion  show. 

3.  The  Martha  Class  of  Central 
Grove  Church,  Wren,  filled 
40  boxes  for  Operation 
Christmas  Child,  with  a 
church  wide  goal  of  100 
boxes.  Shown  are  Kellie 
Poole,  Kate  Chism,  Jo 
Pearson,  Peggy  Harlow, 
Kahmn  Poole,  Uytee  Smith, 
Pat  Walls,  Judy  Edwards, 
and  Donna  Williams. 

4.  Hollywood  Church,  Sledge, 
is  hosting  its  annual  Harvest 
Day  Nov.  18.  Services,  11 
am,  followed  by  hmdv  Jim 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

20/20  Vision 


Matthew  7:1-12 


By  Alice  Smith 


20/20  Vision  is  perfect  vision 
which  enables  one  to  see  dearly 
from  any  distance.  Our  challenge 
is  to  allow  God  to  direct  His  per¬ 
fect  vision  into  our  hearts  and 
reveal  the  Truth  to  us.  The  scruti¬ 
ny  will  be  painful  but  neocfcary. 

The  attributes  of  being  "judg¬ 
mental"  and  "self-righteous" 
seem  to  go  together.  We  may 
dunk  we  aren't  guilty  of  these 
ugly  attitudes.  Most  or  us  would 
say  how  much  we  dislike  judg¬ 
mental  and  self-righteous  char¬ 
acteristics  in  others.  It  has  also 
been  said  that  die  things  we  do 
not  like  in  others  are  probably 
die  things  of  which  we  are  most 
guilty.  (Ouch!) 

Tne  verses  in  Matthew  7:1- 
5(HCSB)  do  not  mince  words. 
Read  along  in  your  Bible  as 
we  look  at  these  verses  on 


judging  others. 

Tne  questions  are: 
we  want  others  to 
us  as  harshly  as 

them?  Do  we  want 
to  be  as  condemning  to  us 
as  we  are  to  others?  The  warn¬ 
ing  is  clear  in  these  verses  that 
when  we  dare  to  judge  others, 
we  invite  the  judgment  of  God 
upon  us. 

It  is  a  dramatic  picture  lesus 
paints  of  a  person  with  a  nuge 
stick  protruding  out  of  his  eye 
while  trying  to  remove  a  little 
tiny  speck  out  of  someone 
else's.  We  are  so  quick  to  see 
another's  sin  and  not  see  our 
own.  I  daresay  we  are  all  guilty 
of  this.  How  do  we  avoid  this 
hypocritical  and  ugly  attitude 
toward  others? 

Here  is  the  answer:  The  more 
we  come  to  an  understanding 
and  recognition  of  who  God  is. 


Smith 


the  less  we  will  feel 

ry.  In  other  words, 
more  we  feel  that 
we  are  horribly  ungod¬ 
ly  and  recognize  and 
embrace  the  fact  that 
we  are  in  dire  need  of 
the  saving  grace  of 
Jesus  Christ,  tne  more 
pleasing  we  become  to 
God,  Tor  then  we 
become  truly  teachable. 
And  when  we  feel  tnis  way,  it  is 
impossible  to  be  hard  on  others. 

A  right  relationship  with  our 
Creator  and  with  others  comes 
when  we  prostrate  ourselves, 
with  fear  and  trembling,  before 
the  righteousness  of  God,  hid¬ 
ing  our  faces  before  Him  in  rev¬ 
erence  and  awe,  praising  and 
thanking  Him  for  His  mighty 
and  unspeakable  gift  of 
redemption  through  tne  once 
and  for  all  sacrifice  of  His  Son, 
Jesus.  Humbling  ourselves 
before  God  enables  us  to  come 
to  a  knowledge  of  His  Spirit  liv¬ 
ing  in  us,  guiding,  helping,  and 
imparting  strength  to  do  right.  It 
is  then  that  we  Degin  to  under¬ 
stand  the  meaning  of,  "Christ  in 
you,  the  Hope  of  Glory!" 


We  must  see  our  own  sins 
clearly  and  receive  God's  for¬ 
giveness  before  we  can  have  a 
right  relationship  with  others. 
When  we  acknowledge  our  sin 
and  embrace  Christ,  we  are 
enabled  to  show  compassion  to 
others,  and  not  judgment. 

Isaiah  l:l8b(NAS)  says. 
Though  your  sins  are  as  scar¬ 
let,  they  will  be  as  white  as 
snow."  Some  beautiful  words 
to  an  anthem  ring  in  my  heart: 
"Somewhere  it's  snowing,  see 
the  soft  drifting  down."  Tnis  is 
describing  God's  forgiveness 
covering  us.  Though  your  sins 
are  as  scarlet,  are  you  becoming 
"white  as  snow  r 

Verse  6(HCSB)  is  a  little  puz¬ 
zling,  perhaps:  "Don't  give 
what  is  noly  to  dogs  or  toss  your 
pearls  before  pigs,  or  they  will 
trample  them  with  their  feet, 
turn,  and  tear  you  to  pieces." 

The  B roadman  Commentary 
helps:  "Although  it  is  the 
Christian's  business  to  share 
what  is  Holy  (pearls)  with  any 
who  will  receive,  there  are  times 
when  one  can  only  remain  silent 
or  try  to  bring  about  a  better  cli¬ 
mate  for  a  later  sharing." 


Verses  7-11  give  us  the  beau¬ 
tiful  "Ask,  Seek,  and  Knock" 
verses.  We  must  exercise  these 
actions  through  prayer,  with  an 
openness  to  God,  so  we  may 
receive  God's  wisdom  as  we 
deal  with  others.  The  theme  is 
persistent  prayer.  God  wants  to 
give  good  things  to  those  who 
ask  Him.  Our  experience  with 
Him  says  this  is  so. 

Verse  12(HCSB)  gives  us  "The 
Golden  Rule,"  "Therefore,  what¬ 
ever  you  want  others  to  do  for 
you,  do  also  the  same  for  them — 
this  is  die  law  and  the  Prophets." 
We  must  treat  others  as  we  want 
to  be  treated:  we  make  choices 
that  affect  others  for  good,  like 
keeping  our  temper  in  check  or 
putting  another's  comfort  and 
welfare  before  our  own.  Words 
like  "truth,"  "honor,"  "integri¬ 
ty,"  and  "honesty,"  become 
bonded  with  our  souls.  In  other 
words,  we  become  more  obedi¬ 
ent  to  God  and  we  begin  to 
understand  the  real  meaning  of 
the  Mind  of  Christ,  which  maxes 
it  easer  to  love  others  more. 


Smith  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Jackson. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Involved  in  Ministry 

Matthew  25:31-46 

By  Michael  Smith 


Chapters  24  and  25  of 
Matthew's  Gospel  are  identified 
by  many  scholars  as  "The  Olivet 
Discourse."  It  is  one  of  many 
discourses  in  Matthew's  Gospel 
and  its  primary  emphasis  is  on 
the  imminence  of  lesus'  glorious 
return.  Jesus  taught  his  disciples 
two  lessons  in  mis  profoundly 
descriptive  passage.  First,  Jesus 
taught  the  disciples  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  his  glorious  return. 
Christ  followers  must  live  lives 
of  great  expectation  and  antici¬ 
pation.  Tne  second  lesson, 
which  is  die  subject  of  die  lesson 
passage  for  this  week,  centers  on 
what  will  lumpen  on  the  day 
when  Jesus  returns. 

1.  A  Day  of  Separation 
(Matthew  23:31-33) 

lesus'  glorious  return  will  be 
quite  different  from  his  glorious 


incarnation.  The  world 
will  in  no  way  be 
unaware  of  his  glorious 
return  as  it  was  when  he 
first  came  in  the  form  of  an 
infant  bom  into  an  unimportant 
family  in  an  insignificant  city. 
Rather  than  being  placed  in  a 
lowly  manger,  Jesus  will  return 
to  take  his  place  upon  his  sover¬ 
eign  throne.  All  tne  nations  of 
the  earth  will  parade  before  the 
righteous  judge  and  every  indi¬ 
vidual  who  has  ever  lived  will 
bow  down  before  glorious  King 
Jesus  and  confess  nim  as  Lord 
(Philippians  2:11).  The  purpose 
of  this  parade  of  humanity  is  to 
separate  those  few  faithful  who 
have  chosen  die  narrow  way 
that  leads  to  life  from  the  masses 
that  have  chosen  the  broad  way 
that  leads  to  destruction 
(Matthew  7:13-14).  Jesus  likens 
this  day  of  separation  to  the 
common  task  of  the  ancient 


shepherd  of  separating 
the  sheep  from  the 
goats.  In  the  ancient 
world,  shepherds 
would  allow  goats  and 
sheep  to  graze  togeth¬ 
er,  but  in  due  time  die 
shepherd  would  sepa¬ 
rate  die  sheep  and  the 
goats  for  financial  and 
practical  reasons.  In  a 
similar  manner  Jesus 
will  separate  the  regenerate 
from  the  unregenerate. 

2.  A  Day  of  Judgment 
(Matthew  25:33) 

Jesus'  glorious  return  will 
result  in  tne  separation  of  all  of 
humanity  into  two  distinct 
groups  of  people.  The  Bible 
clearly  teaches  that  every  per¬ 
son  who  has  ever  lived  will 
stand  before  Jesus  to  account 
for  the  stewardship  of  their 
time  on  earth:  "Just  as  man  is 
destined  to  die  once,  and  after 
that  to  face  judgment..." 
(Hebrews  9:27  NIv).  The  crite¬ 
rion  for  this  great  Day  of 
Judgment  is  very  simple — the 
atoning  sacrifice  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Have  you  received  the 
free  gift  of  salvation  made 


available  by  Christ's  death  on 
the  cross  or  have  you  consis¬ 
tently  rejected  the  necessity  of 
the  cross  and  perpetually  hard¬ 
ened  your  heart  to  Jesus'invita- 
tion  to  eternal  life?  What  deci¬ 
sion  did  you  make  about  Jesus 
during  your  days  on  earth? 
Jesus  will  weigh  the  evidence 
of  your  decision  and  render  his 
judgment.  The  evidence  that 
the  righteous  judge  deliberates 
over  is  the  outward  manifesta¬ 
tion  of  inward  transformation. 
New  birth  results  in  new  life 
which  is  manifested  through 
ministry  to  fellow  Christians 
and  to  the  world.  Jesus  pro¬ 
vides  a  clear  demonstration  of 
the  manifestation  of  regenera¬ 
tion  through  ministry:  ...I  tell 
you  the  truth,  whatever  you 
did  for  one  of  the  least  of  these 
brothers  of  mine,  you  did  for 
me"  (Matthew  25:40  NIV).  The 
evidence  of  your  salvation  is 
ministry.  We  are  not  saved  by 
our  ministry,  but  we  minister  to 
one  another  and  to  the  lost 
world  because  we  are  saved. 
Leon  Morris,  a  beloved  New 
Testament  scholar,  grants  us 
precious  clarity  in  this  matter: 
’"The  passage  deals  only  with 


works,  which  are  seen  as  the 
test  of  whether  one  is  saved  or 
not;  nothing  is  said  here  about 
grace  or  faith  or  Christ's  aton¬ 
ing  work... We  must  bear  in 
mind  that  it  is  common  to  the 
whole  scriptural  picture  that 
we  are  saved  by  grace  and 
judge  by  works"  (Tne  Gospel 
According  to  Matthew,  634). 

3.  A  Day  of  Reward  and 
Condemnation  (Matthew  25:46) 

The  judgment  rendered  by 
the  righteous  Judge  against  the 
nations  will  result  in  either 
reward  or  condemnation.  The 
righteous,  who  have  been 
saved  by  Christ's  atoning  sacri¬ 
fice,  will  receive  the  fullness  of 
their  heavenly  inheritance.  The 
lost,  who  have  consistently 
rejected  the  cross,  will  be  con¬ 
demned  to  eternal  punishment 
in  a  godless  hell,  lhe  bottom 
line  of  heaven  and  hell  fuels  the 
urgency  of  Jesus'  command  to 
be  prepared  and  Jesus'  com¬ 
mission  to  go  into  all  the  world 
and  proclaim  the  Good  News 
of  God's  salvation. 


Smith  is  pastor  of  Bethel 
Church,  Monticello. 


Smith 
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Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
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2.  Ml  Ibpb,  Union  Church,  Union 


David 


Oct  14.  Shown, 


and  Stan 


2.  Union  Church,  U 
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during  which  the 
RAa,  GAa,  and  Mission 
Friends  encouraged  chil¬ 
dren  and  adults  with 
games,  a  walk-a-thon, 
trunk  or  treat  and  a 
hayride.  The  church  gave 
$583  75  to  World  Hunger 
through  their  efforts. 
Shown  are  some  of  the 
participants. 


Matthew  Greer  to  the 
gospel  ministry  Sept  16. 
Shown  are  pastor  Willie 
Welch  and  Greer. 

4.  G  la  ding  Church,  Amite 
County,  exceeded  their 
Margaret  Lackey  goal  of 
$600T  Shown  Is  pastor 
Bryon  Wilkinson  wearing 
the  state  missions  hat 


5.  Park  Haven  Churdi, 
Laurel,  recognized  Jimmy 
Downs  for  five  years  as 
music  director.  Shown  are 


Downs. 
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7.  Nat  Ms 


6.  Drew  Church,  Drew,  hon¬ 
ored  Charlie  Brock  Oct.  14 
for  serving  as  a  deacon  for 
50  years.  Shown  are  dea¬ 
con  chairman  Randy  Gray 
and  Brock. 


AMD  for 


89,  was  honored  at  Alcorn 
Association's  annual  meet¬ 
ing.  He  received  a  plaque 
and  the  2007  annual  was 
dedicated  in  his  honor. 

8.  Goss  Church,  Columbia, 
will  be  a  drop  off  center  for 
Operation  Christmas  Child 
shoeboxes  from  Nov.  12-18. 

9.  Monticello  Church, 
Monticello,  ordained  Tate 
Ervin  as  deacon  Aug.  26. 
Shown  are  Ervin  and  pastor 
Jon  Daniels. 
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Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

Ttooper  Hales  P.O.  Box  1373  Ph  601-923-9947 
info@msaudiollc.com  Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 
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Number  12  ranked  William  Catty  University's 
season  as  the  Lady  Crusaders  fell  to  #1  LeeUri 
game.  Carey  wrapped  up  its  season  with  a  19-1-1 


women's  soccer  team  dropped  their  first  game  of  the 
versity,  2-0,  in  the  2007  Region  XDI  Championship 


Read  Diket,  professor  of  art  and  education  at  William  ( 
Leonardo  da  Vinci:  A  Man  for  Our  Time?  Dec  4, 7  pjn^  at  the 


ni  versity,  will  present  the  lecture 
Conference  Center  of  Wilkes  Hall. 


William  Carey  University  graduate  nursing  student  Melissa  Ortego  of  Lumberton  received  die 
Promise  of  Nursing  for  Mississippi  Regional  Faculty  Fellowship  in  me  amount  of  $7,500  from  die 
Foundation  of  the  National  Student  Nurses  Association  (FNSNA). 

Mississippi  College  hosted  an  I  Love  America  Day  Oct .25,  with  three  government  speakers  urg¬ 
ing  the  students  to  get  more  involved  as  student  volunteers,  to  vote  on  Nov.  6,  ana  to  consider 
careers  in  public  service. 
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WCU  to  relocate  Gulf  Coast  campus 


Officials  at  William  Carey 
University  (WCU)  in  „  MM 

Hattiesburg  announced  plans 
November  13  to  relocate  the 
Baptist-affiliated  school's 
Hurricane  Katrina-battered  Gulf 
Coast  campus  to  Tradition,  a  |  JHHH 
master  planned  community  cur- 
rentlv  under  development  in 
central  Harrison  County  at  the  1  BHH 

intersection  of  new  state  i  HHHBH 

Highways  67  and  605  A 

At  a  press  conference  held  at  B  ■HHHH 
the  school's  current  beachfront  I  * 

Gulf  Coast  campus  site  on  y^^ygBUBtgk 

Highway  90  in  Gulfport,  WCU  [  mBB&BBM 

President  Tommy  King  said 

groundbreaking  for  the  $15  mil- 

lion  Phase  1  initial  construction 

will  be  held  in  March  of  next 

year.  A  total  of  30  acres  of  land  HHHVB 

has  been  obtained,  with  an  addi- 

tional  20  acres  set  aside  for  L3HHHL 

future  expansion. 

"We  believe  that  the  Tradition 
community  vision,  amenities, 
and  residential  options  will  pro-  PLANS  UNVEI 
vide  a  significant  advantage  University  (WCU) 
when  we  recruit  students,  facGl-  be  constructed  at 
ty,  and  staff  to  the  university.  County.  Joining  hi 

.  pus  and  Ralph  No 

^.tkm.  e^mated  to  cost  property.  ^ 
$2  billion  when  completed,  is  destroyed  by  Hurr 
the  largest  planned  communi¬ 
ty  under  development  in  - 

Mississippi.  When  completed,  the  4,800-  vehicle 
acre  town  will  have  15,000  residential  open  in 
units,  two  million  square  feet  of  com-  *  The 
mercial  development,  and  35,000-40,000  trative 
residents.  lounge. 

Phase  1  initial  construction  at  die  WCU  the  WC 
Tradition  site  will  include  30,000  square  exam  r 
feet  of  classroom  buildings,  30,000  square  study /< 
feet  of  the  administrative  space,  and  a  550-  Tne 


BAPTISTS 


lot.  The  new  campus  will  than  600  students  attending  the  Gulf 
>f  2009.  Coast  campus,  an  increase  of  almost  ten 

Iding  will  house  adminis-  percent  over  pre-Katrina  levels, 
a  large  open-air  student  School  officials  estimate  that  three  to 
*,  eeneral  classrooms,  and  four  times  more  students  apply  than  can 
ig  School's  lecture,  lab,  and  be  accepted  at  the  current  Gulf 

well  as  psychiatric  Coast  campus  because  of 

atment  rooms.  space  limitations.  If 

rowth  projections 
come  to  pass,  those 
school  officials  say, 
the  Phase  1  initial 
k  construction  will 
l  be  at  capacity  by 


Architectural  rendering 
of  WCU  Tradition  Campus 


JtTHlNc? 


I  the  time  the  new 
I  construction  is 
completed. 

Plans  call  for 
]  the  Gulf  Coast 
campus  to  serve 
3,000  students  over 
the  next  ten  years. 
William  Carey 
University,  affiliated 
with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  was 
space,  22,000  square  feet'of  athletic  founded  in  1906  as  South  Mississippi 
fields,  and  450  additional  parking  College,  later  named  Mississippi 
spaces.  Woman's  College,  and  then  William 

The  school  is  currently  holding  Carey  College.  The  school  currently 
classes  in  portable  trailers  at  the  operates  campuses  in  Hattiesburg, 
Highway  90  beachfront  location,  Gulfport,  and  New  Orleans, 
which  was  devastated  by  Tne  school  can  be  contacted  at  (601)  318- 
Hurricane  Katrina  in  August  6051,  or  toll-free  (800)  962-5991.  Web  site: 
2005.  There  are  currently  more  www.wmcarey.edu. 
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No  dissent  tolerated 


igh  IMB  had  existed  for  all  these 
itnout  such  a  code  regulating 
-  who  of  course  are  unpaid  volun- 
it  suddenly  became  necessary  to 
m  (particularly  Burleson)  into  line. 
Burleson  failed  to  heed  the  over- 
of  the  Code  as  .interpret- 


Editor's 

Notebook 


ly-broad 


ed  by  board  leadership  and  continued  to 
dissent  through  his  blog,  he  was  censured 
and  suspended. 

Admittedly,  the  story  is  more  complicat¬ 
ed  than  die  summary  given  above,  but  one 
does  not  have  to  possess  knowledge  of 
every  detail  to  understand  that  something 
very  disturbing  has  been  done. 

m  their  panic  to  silence  anyone  who  holds 
a  differing  view  of  board  decisions,  the  IMB 
trustees  have  served  to  reinforce  critics  of  the 
Conservative  Resurgence  who  have  said  all 
along  that  the  current  SBC  leadership 
demands  complete  subservience,  and  that 
their  authoritarian  nature  will  not  tolerate 
any  variance  from  the  party  line. 

One  blogging  IMB  trustee  does  not  a  cri¬ 
sis  portena/Dut  the  board  felt  it  necessary 
to  swiftly  stifle  him  and  his  message.  The 
board  apparently  feels  that  their  actions 
and  decisions  are  papal  in  nature,  not  sub¬ 
ject  to  review  or  questioning  but  fully  wor¬ 
thy  of  nothing  less  than  "positive  and  sup¬ 
portive"  public  statements. 


ers  (someone  who  would  choose 
to  publish  or  not  publish  a  par-  1 f 
ticular  letter,  such  as  an  editor). 

Other  people  can  also  readily 
respond  to  agree  or  disagree. 
ire  literally  millions  of  blogs  now 
on  die  Internet,  dealing  with  every  imagin-  HAPPY  THANSGIVII 
able  subject.  Burleson  has  chosen  to  blog  issue  of  The  Baptist  Rec 
about  international  missions  issues  on  after  the  holiday,  the 
http://kerussocharis.blogspot.com.  Record  wishes  for  yc 

Readers  can  visit  Burleson's  blog  and  Thanksgiving  as  we  pr< 
decide  for  themselves  if  he  is  out  of  One  in  coming  observance  of 
his  dissent  over  IMB  policies  and  actions,  and  Savior,  jesus  Christ. 
There  are  bigger  issues  at  stake  in  this  con¬ 
frontation,  however. 

Due  to  Burleson's  public  disagreements  The  Code  is  obvioc 
with  IMB  trustees,  an  attempt  was  made  to  Burleson  types,  wit! 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


portive"  public  statements, 
ugh  this  This  flap  could  not  have  come  at  a  worse 
delivered  time,  just  days  ahead  of  the  annual  empha- 
•  Baptist  sis  for  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
I  Happy  for  International  Missions.  What  were  they 
brate  the  thinking?  Trustees  have  only  themselves  to 
our  Lord  blame  it  the  offering's  goal  is  not  reached 
this  year  and  missionaries  are  made  to  suf¬ 
fer  as  a  result. 

Free  speech  and  the  right  to  dissent  rest 
rectly  at  at  the  foundation  of  this  great  country,  but 
ases  as,*  they  also  have  a  storied  role  in  the  history 
lin  from  of  trie  Baptist  faith.  Now  those  hard-fought 
action,"  rights  are  being  challenged  by  a  group  of 
positive  autocrats  who  may  have  forgotten  who  put 
pret  and  them  in  their  positions  of  authority. 

What  say  we,  die  people? 
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Guest  Opinion 


|H  adult  life,  I  have  had  to 
X  find  a  church  home. 
Everywhere  else  I’ve  gone  I 
went  as  pastor,  but  now  I  look 
at  the  cnurch  from  the  pew 
instead  of  the  pulpit. 

On  many  Sundays,  I've 
thought  about  one  particular  for¬ 
mer  cnurch  member.  He  is  a  vice- 
president  for  his  global  company. 
Only  five  companies  worldwide 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
lames  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
A!  Green  Jr.,  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


Make ■  me  fi 
at  home 

By  Keith  Manuel 
Alexandria ,  La. 


do  what  his  company  does.  He 
talks  with  minor  political  leaders 
and  meets  with  the  top  brass  of 
the  Army  Corp  of  Engineers. 

In  his  extensive  travel,  he 
makes  several  multi-million  ease  in  die  midst  of 
dollar  deals  per  year.  Yet  on  He  made  people  feel  like 
Sundays,  you  might  find  him 
cleaning  a  commode  or  vacu¬ 
uming  a  soiled  area  of  carpeting. 

When  I  suggested  we  should 

change  our  terminology  to  refer  _  _  _ , _  _  _  _  _ _ _ 

to  visitors  as  guests,  he  was  the  in  a  church  with  my  wife  and  churches  do  a  decent  job  of 
first  to  make  those  guests  feel  at  three  kids  and  no  one  even  helping  guests 
home.  He  regularly  left  his  dr-  acknowledged  our  presence.  I  mornings, 
de  of  friends  as  soon  as  he  spot-  dedded  we  would  nave  a  seat  However,  is  ai 
ted  a  guest  he  hadn't  met.  and  see  how  long  it  would  take  about  mid-we 
Introducing  himself  and  any-  before  someone  said  hello.  When  I  had  to  st 

one  who  was  a  member  sitting  No  one  ever  did.  The  worst  ask  for  help,  I  wc 
nearby,  he  would  engage  the  part  was  I  was  to  be  the  guest  one  was  expectin 
guest  in  friendly  conversation.  preacher  that  evening.  The  pas-  Maybe  mis  is 

Those  who  wondered  why  tor,  whom  I  had  never  met,  did-  one  of  our  bie 


time  guest  that  you  are  protect- 
ingmy  children? 

In  other  churches  we’ve  There  are  more  elements  to 
attended,  once  we  found  our  reaching  people  than  just  a 
were  his  special  guest.  way  inside  —  with  complex  clearly  communicated  mes- 

As  a  guest  in  some  churches,  church  architecture  that's  not  sage  and  powerful  worship 

I've  thought  how  they  would  always  easy  —  we  had  no  idea  music.  If  a  guest  comes  to  our 

benefit  from  one  man  like  I  where  to  go.  No  one  was  even  church,  we  should  put  our 

described.  One  Sunday  I  walked  available  to  direct  us.  Most  best  foot  forward  to  show 

!  them  the  love  of  Christ, 
on  Sunday  When  we  do  the  little 

things  well,  we  eliminate  the 
one  thinking  distractions  Satan  can  use  to 

l  services?  nullify  our  message  of  hope 

9  someone  to  in  the  Lord. 

dered  if  any-  - 

a  guest  at  all.  Manuel,  former  pastor  of 

l  indicator  of  Besom  Churcn,  Hattiesburg,  is  an 

tr  problems,  evangelism  associate  on  the 

so  many  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention's 

ning  church-  evangelism  &  church  growth  team. 

le  expects  a  His  commentary  appears  courtesy 

rorship.  of  Baptist  Press. 
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First  of  anti-God  movies  to 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
It's  a  fantasy  universe  where 
witches  are  good,  the  church 
is  bad,  and  at  the  end  of  it  all, 
God  dies. 

It's  the  world  of  author  Philip 
Pullman's  trilogy  His  Dark 
Materials,  and  onDec  7 a  movie 
based  on  the  first  book  in  that 
series,  The  Golden  Compass,  hits 
theaters.  For  weeks  now,  the 
movie  has  been  the  focus  of  e- 
mails  from  concerned  Christians, 
curious  if  what  they  heard  about 
it  is  true.  In  this  instance  —  as 
even  the  truth-or-fiction  website 
Snopes.com  affirms  —  the 
rumors  mostly  are  fact. 

Pullman  himself  is  not  sure 
whether  he's  an  atheist  or  an 
agnostic,  but  his  own  words 
leave  little  doubt  that  he  has  a 
strong  distaste  for  Christianity, 
at  least  Christianity  as  he  sees  it. 

The  entire  senes  has  been 
dubbed  die  "anti-Narnia, "  with 
Pullman  regularly  expressing 
disdain  for  C.S.  Lewis'  fictional 
world  and  even  once  calling  it 
"propaganda  in  the  service  of  a 
life-nating  ideology."  He  has 
sought  to  write  a  completely 
different  fictional  tale,  and  he 
has  succeeded. 

Pullman  said  in  a  2001  inter¬ 
view,  "I'm  trying  to  undermine 


ers  that  they'll  live  in  Heaven, 
but  that's  a  lie."  Instead,  believ¬ 
ers  go  to  a  "prison  camp." 

•  In  one  of  the  final  chapters 
of  The  Amber  Spyglass,  an  ex¬ 
nun  named  Mary  tells  Will  and 
Lyra,  "The  Christian  religion  is 
a  very  powerful  and  convinc¬ 
ing  mistake,  that's  all."  Mary 
also  tells  them  that  after  she 
learned  there  was  no  God,  she 
soon  discovered  that  "physics 


"I  don't  think  it's  a  reach  to  say 
that  faith  and  enjoyment  are  anti¬ 
thetical  in  Pullman's  woridview," 
Adam  Holz,  associate  editor  of 
Focus  an  the  Family's  Plugged 
In,  told  Baptist  Press.  "He  seems 
to  say  that  it's  impossible  to  have 
a  life  of  joy,  of  pleasure,  and  be  a 
member  of  the  church." 

Pullman's  biggest  con¬ 
tentions  with  Christianity  specif¬ 
ically  and  religion  in  general  are 
the  atrocities  committed  over  the 
centuries  in  God's  name. 

"fl]f  there  is  a  God  and  he  is 
as  the  Christians  describe  him, 
then  he  deserves  to  be  put 
down  and  rebelled  against," 
Pullman  told  the  Telegraph 
newspaper  in  2002.  "As  you 
look  hack  over  the  history  of 
the  Christian  church,  it's  a 
record  of  terrible  infamy  and 
cruelty  and  persecution  and 
tyranny.  How  they  have  the 
bloody  nerve  to  go  on  [the 
BBC's]  Thought  for  the  Day 
and  tell  us  all  to  be  good  when, 

En  the  slightest  chance, 
'd  be  hanging  the  rest  of  us 
flogging  the  homosexuals 
and  persecuting  the  witches." 

Holz  said  ne's  concerned 
about  the  books'  impact  on 
children. 

"Not  only  has  the  story  got  a 
deeply  anti-Christian  compo- 

_ f  u  l _ a.  rrL.n _ •  1  • _ 


the  basis  of  Christian  belief, 
and  two  years  later  told  anoth¬ 
er  newspaper,  "My  books  are 
about  killing  God. 

Pullman  has  been  more  toned 
down  in  recent  interviews,  per- 


In  response  to  the  trends  that  are  restricting  opportunities  for  tradi¬ 
tional  missionaries  to  enter  many  foreign  countries,  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  considers  a  proposal  to  send  professionals  into  restricted  countries 
to  work  as  teachers  or  technologists  while  living  a  Christian  witness. 


Two  hundred  twenty-six  decisions  for  Christ  mark  the  closing  Youth 
Rally  service  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  with  many  deeming 
the  sixth  annual  service  the  best  to  date,  with  overflow  crowds  and 
many  being  turned  away  from  Jackson's  City  Auditorium. 


told,  is  "The  Authority.  God." 

•  In  The  Amber  Spyglass 
the  third  and  final  book  of  th< 
series.  Will  is  told  (by  two  fall 


word  "church"  and  instead  calls 
it  the  "Magisterium,"  a  Roman 
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What 


You  Can  Rjestoi 
Right  Now! 


Simply  sk 
withCod 


m  your  own 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 


3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

0  believe  in  Je sacs.) 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  0 
receive  Christ  ms  my  Savior 
end  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  am/e  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.  *  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


And  want  to  recover  loa 

We  Can  Help! 

with  a  guraranteed 


1.800.8443254 


Talk  to  BUI  Clark  €01-790-2364 
wwwjitewaybuaaalea  com 


RiteWav  Bus  Sales 


If  You  II  a\e 
I  osi  \Ione\ 


As  we  draw  closer  to 
Thanksgiving,  we  generally 
become  more  and  more  con¬ 
scious  of  the  blessings  in  our 
lives.  Usually  a  blessing  count 
covers  the  range  of  things, 
stuff,  and  relationships  that  are 
good,  healthy,  and  enjoyable. 
Most  of  us  spend  very  tittle 
time  giving  thanks  for  the 
things  mat  we  missed. 

Recently,  I  celebrated  a 
rather  mild,  toned-down 
anniversary.  Well,  it  was  an 
anniversary  of  a  sort  because 
for  over  40  years  there  has  been 
a  Canton  Flea  Market  that  I 
have  missed.  They  tell  me  the 


T)irectm&ns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


quilts,  doilies;  horses  that  hang 
in  trees,  or  artificial  flower 
arrangements.  I  think  they  are 
all  great,  but  I  just  don't  need 
them,  and  so  1  paused  a  few 
minutes  on  that  Thursday 
morning  of  the  Canton  Flea 
Market  to  say.  Thank  You  Lord 
that  I  am  not  there." 

.  On  a  far  more  serious  note. 


five  m 
P*  1 


twice  a  year.  It  is  a  big  deal. 
Every  time  it  comes  to  town, 
one  or  several  people  ask  me  if 
I  am  going,  and  someone 
invariably  expresses  shock  that 
1  have  never  Deen.  Still  I  have 
resisted,  or  I  guess  it  could  be 
more  accurately  stated  that  I 
have  found  better  things  to  do. 
I  am  not  anti-Canton  Flea 
Market  or  any  other  flea  mar¬ 
ket.  It  is  just  that  everybody 
that  I  have  ever  talked  to  who 
went  talks  about  the  problems 
in  parking,  the  horrendous 
crowds  that  pack  the  streets, 
and  the  unbearable  heat  or  rain 
you  have  to  endure  to  look  at 
piles  and  piles  of  stuff.  I  know 
tt  is  good  stuff,  but  still  it  is 
stuff  .  For  die  most  part  it  is  the 
kind  of  stuff  that  I  would  not 
want  if  1  saw  it.  I  am  not  into 


Thanksgiving  is  a  meat  time  to 
pause  and  thank  God  for  the 


many,  many  things  that  you  did 
not  experience  or  you  did  not 
have  over  the  past  year.  Just 
think  about  it  and  look  at  your 
job.  If  you  still  have  a  job  and 
you  were  able  to  work  all 
through  the  year;  that  is  a  great 
thing.  Before  you  complain 
about  your  job  and  fuss  about 
having  to  get  up  and  go  to  work, 
it  might  not  be  bad  to  talk  with 
one  of  those  folks  who  have  no 
work  to  go  to  and  see  what  that 
feels  tike.  If  you  didn't  lose  your 
job  this  yeac  give  thanks! 

Look  at  your  health  and 
don't  evaluate  the  aches  or 
pains  but  rather  look  at  the 
unending  array  of  maladies  that 
did  not  come  your  way.  I  just 
got  to  thinking  and  realized  mat 


over  the  past  year  I  did  not  have 
a  heart  attack.  I  developed  no 
form  of  cancer.  I  did  not  have  a 
detached  retina.  1  dad  not  break 
a  bane,  end  the  only  hearing 
loas  But  I  experienced  is  selec¬ 
tive  and  only  with  certain  peo¬ 
ple.  I  had  no  pneumonia,  no 
stroke,  no  puffed  muscle,  no 
strained  bsdt,  no  ear  or 
toothache,  no  nosebleed,  no 
spwened  ankle,  and  no  signifi¬ 
cant  pains  or  problems 


storms  that  did  not  come.  I 
remembered  the  one  that  came 
to  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and 
Louisiana  in  2006  creating  the 
largest  natural  disaster  in  the 
history  of  our  country.  I  won¬ 
dered  if  anybody  in  the  200 
years  prior  to  Katrina  ever 
paused  to  give  thanks  to  God 
for  die  big.  Dig  storms  that  did 
not  come  to  touch  their  lives.  It 
is  a  good  lesson  to  learn  that  if 
we  think  storms  are  bad,  giving 


or  at  least  thinking  about  com- 
nUming  ahnart  the  hkh  DoUcn 

counTtlat  would  stop  my  head 
up  as  the  seasons  changed  from 
winter  to  spring  or  summer  to 
fall. 

Then  I  got  to  thinking  about 
all  of  the  miles  that  I  have  dri¬ 
ven  and  the  hours  that  I  have 
spent  looking  at  the  world 
through  a  windshield.  I 
thought  about  all  of  the  filings 
that  did  not  happen  over  this 
past  year.  I  did  not  have  a 
wreck.  I  was  dose  a  few  times, 
but  I  never  ran  out  of  gas.  I 
never  had  a  flat. 

Then  I  thought  about  the 


we  think  storms  are  bad,  giving 
thanks  for  the  storms  that  donl 
come  is  thanks  worthy. 

For  those  of  us  who  have  dif¬ 
ficulty  looking  at  the  things  fiurt 
did  not  happen  and  giving 
thanks,  let  me  try  to  hop  in 
another  way  If  you  were  with¬ 
out  electric  power  for  an  hour  or 
a  day  this  year,  you  probably 
ought  to  give  thanks  for  the  days 
and  hours  that  the  power  never 
even  blinked.  While  every  meal 
that  I  sit  down  to  eat  may  not  be 
gourmet  quality  or  even  the 
food  my  tasle  buds  would  tike  at 


any  time  that  I  was  hungry  and 
could  not  get  some  food.  We  are 
so  blesseanere  in  America  that 
we  forget  to  thank  God  for  all  of 
the  bad  things  that  we  don't 
have.  Why  not  take  a  moment 
right  now  and  thank  God  for  all 
of  the  blessings  He  has  sent  your 
way,  and  then  take  time  to  tnank 
Him  for  all  of  file  blessings  you 
experienced  because  of  the 
things  He  kept  away. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  5 30.  Jackson.  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutralGmbcb.org. 


PURPOSE  DRIVEN  TOURS  led  by  Wayne  Barber 

We  specialize  in  dealing  tours  com-  COMING  TOURS 

bining  small  groups  and  individuals  t>ec.  R’R  Christmas  in  the 
from  several  churches  in  order  to  Sn^s  -  Pigeon  Forge  ■  sign  up  hy 

provide  more  affordable  custom  M^dy  BiNe  Institute 

planned  tour  packages.  Your  group  Fourniers  Week  in  Chicago.  IL  (a  u<eek 


will  enjoy  traveling  in  comfortable, 
new  motor  coaches  to  beautiful  and 
exciting  destinations  throughout  the 
United  States  while  being  inspired  in 
their  daily  walk  with  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  We  would  welcome  an 
opportunity  to  speak  with  you  or 
your  group  about  joining  one  of  our 
coming  tours  or  designing  a  custom 
planned  tour  of  your  own. 


in  the  Word) 

April  28-May  2.  The  Cheeks  -  Eureka 

Springs  and  Branson 

May  22-27,  Gaither  Fest  -  Gatlinhurg, 

TN 

June,  wutuimsourg  artu  pwmmm 
D.C.  (Our  God  and  Country) 

July,  Sonar  Western  U.S.  and 
National  Parks 


Oct,  Rural  New  England  in  the  Fall 
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New  starts  having  'cultural  implications' 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Denominational  growth  in  America  has 
reached  a  plateau  and  in  many  cases  has 
declined,  but  one  would  get  the  wrong 
idea  to  dunk  the  evangelical  church  is 
dying  in  the  United  States.  A  new  study 
finds  just  the  opposite. 

Dallas-based  Leadership  Network  in 
cooperation  with  die  director  of  LifeWay 
Research  have  uncovered  what  they 
describe  as  striking  changes  in  the  num¬ 
ber  and  type  of  new  churches  started  in 
the  United  States  that  promise  profound 
cultural  implications  for  the  future. 

"While  much  of  the  North  American 
church  is  in  decline,  a  surprising  number 
and  increasingly  diverse  group  of  new 
churches  are  being  started  in  innovative 
ways,"  said  Ed  Stetzer,  director  of 
LifeWay  Research,  the  research  arm  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

"These  cntirches  are  causing  many 
Americans  to  reconsider  churches  they 
have  rejected  and  to  re-think  what 
church  is,"  Stetzer  said.  "I  anticipate  that 
as  cultures  change,  through  the 
inevitable  shift  of  time,  migration  and 
other  means,  even  more  churches  will  be 
bom  that  reach  people  from  these  new 
cultural  contexts. 

The  State  of  Church  Planting  USA 
study  was  based  on  interviews  with 
more  than  100  leaders  from  a  range  of 
different  denominations,  200  church¬ 
planting  churches  and  some  45  church- 
planting  networks.  Stetzer,  who  headed 
up  die  project,  said  the  results  surprised 
him  in  many  respects. 

"Church  planting  has  grown  in  its 
scope,  diversity  and  impact,"  Stetzer 
said.  "North  American  churches,  net¬ 
works  and  denominations  are  making 
church  planting  a  growing  priority.  Such 
emphases  push  the  church  closer  toward 
a  movement,  where  churches  plant 
churches  that  plant  churches  across 
North  America  and  the  world." 

Dave  Travis,  managing  director  at 
Leadership  Network,  observed,  "Most 
church-planting  studies  tend  to  look  at 
either  a  very  narrow  slice  of  church 
planting  or  developments  on  a  global 
scale.  In  commissioning  this  study,  our 
goal  was  to  review  die  current  state  of 
U.S.  church-planting  efforts  and  begin  to 
assess  what  today's  reality  means  for  the 
next  generation  of  planters." 


Key  findings  of  the  six-months-long 
effort  include  the  following: 

•  Interest  in  church  planting  is  growing 
rapidly.  The  pace  of  church  planting  has 
accelerated  dramatically  in  recent  years.  A 
simple  Google  search  on  the  term  "church 
planting,"  me  example,  now  returns  over 
1  million  hits.  While  only  two  mainstream 
books  were  published  on  church  planting 
from  1996  to  2002.,  no  fewer  than  10  have 
been  released  in  the  last  five  years,  with 
several  more  on  the  horizon.  Equally 
important,  church  planting  has  become  a 
preferred  ministry  option,  with  denomi¬ 
nations  and  individual  churches  reporting 
that  many  of  their  "best  and  brightest” 
leaders  are  pursuing  church  planting  as  a 
primary  ministry  focus. 

•  Local  churches  and  church-planting 
networks  are  driving  the  trend.  Historically, 
church  planting  has  been  a  denomination¬ 
ally  driven  activity.  Today,  much  of  the  ini¬ 
tiative  is  centered  at  the  local  level.  Many  of 
die  country's  most  vibrant  congregations 
see  church  planting  as  one  of  their  central 
purposes.  ''Church-plan ting  networks"  — 
loose  affiliations  of  churches  that  may  or 
may  not  be  tied  by  denomination  but  do 
share  a  commitment  to  launching  new  like- 
minded  congregations  —  also  are  at  the 
forefront  of  die  movement.  As  a  result, 
denominational  offices  increasingly  are  tak¬ 
ing  an  equipping  role  rather  than  directing 
local  congregational  efforts. 

•  "Affinity"  strategies  dominate. 
Church  planters  once  based  their  efforts 
on  geography,  with  a  goal  of  placing  new 
churches  in  ^unservecP'  communities  and 
areas.  However,  as  Travis  noted,  "Through 
this  study,  we  learned  that  most  successful 
church  planters  today  are  specialists  who 
emphasize  a  particular  style  of  worship  or 
*  specific  demographic,  For  example,  they 
may  exclusively  plant  house  churches  or 
ethnic  churches  —  or  perhaps  build  pur¬ 
pose-driven,  seeker  or  missional  churches. 
The  trend  toward  specialization  is  likely  to 
continue  as  more  tools  and  resources  that 
serve  specific  types  of  planting  strategies 
are  developed. 

•  Survival  and  success  are  markedly 

f greater  than  realized.  Observers  have 
ong  assumed  that  most  church  plants 
fail  within  the  first  year  -  as  many  as  80- 


90%  by  some  estimates.  Research  reveals 
a  very  different  picture,  suggesting  that 
68%  of  the  roughly  4,000  churches  plant¬ 
ed  each  year  are  still  functioning  four 
years  later.  These  new  churches  may  not 
yet  be  self-sufficient,  but  they  otherwise 
are  alive,  and  many  are  thriving. 

What  do  these  results  mean  for  the 
future  of  the  U.S.  church?  Travis  said  he  is 
hopeful  "that  this  study  and  the  growing 
number  of  outstanding  church  planting 
conferences  and  resources  will  inspire  a 
new  wave  of  planters  in  the  years  ahead. 
That  would  be  very  good  news  indeed. 
Launching  vibrant  new  congregations  is 
often  a  more  feasible  and  more  fruitful 
strategy  than  attempting  to  revitalize 
struggling  congregations. 

In  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
the  North  American  Mission  Board  holds 
the  assignment  of  resourcing  church¬ 
planting  work.  In  2006,  Southern 
Baptists  started  1,458  new  congrega¬ 
tions,  more  than  half  of  which  were  eth¬ 
nic  or  African  American.  For  resources 
and  more  information  about  Southern 
Baptist  church  planting  work,  visit 
NAMB's  church-planting  website  at 
www.churchplantingvillage.net. 

The  four-part  State  of  Cnurch  Planting 
USA  study  and  a  podcast  interview  with 
Ed  Stetzer  of  LifeWay  Research  and 
Dave  Travis  of  the  Leadership  Network 
can  be  downloaded  at 
www.leadnet.org  /  churchplanting. 
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Clue:  M  =  T 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Luke  Five.Thirty-One. 


Evangelist  Junior  Hill  falls  ill 

MOBILE,  Ala.  (BP  and  local  reports)  —  Evangelist  Junior  Hill  fell  ill  and 
was  unable  to  complete  his  sermon  at  the  Alabama  Baptist  State 
Convention's  annual  meeting  Nov.  12,  although  a  check-up  at  the  local 
hospital  ruled  out  any  heart  problems  and  he  was  allowed  to  return  home. 


speakers  a  tew  weeks  ago  at  tne  zuu/  annual  meeting  or  me 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in  Jackson. 

The  popular  preacher  was  at  the  end  of  his  sermon  at  Cottage  Hill 
Church  in  Mobile  when  he  became  weak.  "He  held  his  hand  to  his 
head  and  said,  'I'm  going  to  have  to  stop  now.  I  don't  feel  so  well,'  and 


Hill  then  was  taken  to  a  hospital.  Hill  himself  thought  die  episode  could 
have  been  blamed  on  exhaustion,  being  hot,  and  possible  exposure  to  a 
virus  die  day  before,  Rash  said.  He  had  preached  m  Florida  die  previous 
day  where  Ke  was  in  the  presence  of  someone  with  a  virus. 

Hill,  who  has  been  in  the  ministry  more  than  50  years,  is  based  in 
Hartselle,  Ala.  Just  last  year  he  published  his  autobiography.  They  Call 
Him  Junior. 


Visit  us  online  at  unvw.mbcb.org. 


FULL-TIME  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  of 
worship  and  youth  needed  at  Little 
Escambia  Baptist  Church.  Desiring  a 
blended  service,  with  choir(s)  and 
^passive  youth  leadership.  Education 
and  experience  desired.  Send  resume 
to  P.O.  Box  291,  Flomation,  AL,  or 
email  littleescambiaeearthlink.net. 
SEEKING  FULL-TIME  PASTOR.  FBC 
Shannon,  Lee  County,  MS.  Send  resume 
to  FBC,  pastor  search  committee,  P.  O. 

Box  21,  Shannon.  MS  38868. _ 

WEST  MCCOMB  BAPTIST  CHUBCH 
is  seeking  a  part-time  minister  of 
youth.  VAfe  have  a  very  active  youth 
program  with  an  average  of  30  youth 
each  week.  Anyone  interested,  please 
send  a  resume  or  contact  Deric  Fetner, 
Chairman  Youth  Search  Committee, 
West  McComb  Baptist  Church,  4016 


HABBISVILLE  BAPTIST  CHUBCH, 

Simpson  Association,  seeking  a  full¬ 


time  minister  of  youth/actlvlties 
director.  Resumes  should  be  sent  to 
Harrisville  Baptist  Church,  attn: 
search  committee,  P  O.  Box  308, 

Harrisville.  MS  39082. _ 

SEEKING  PART-TIME  MINISTER  Of 
Students.  Those  interested  in  this  posi¬ 
tion  or  the  interim  position  should 
contact  Pineview  Baptist  Church, 
Clinton,  MS.  Phone  601-924-7677. 
Fax  resumes  to  (601)  924-8378,  email 

pineviewbcRbellsouth.net. _ 

TRADITIONAL,  GROWING  SOUTHERN 
Baptist  church  near  Memphis,  seeking 
a  full-time  student  minister.  Must  be 
spiritually-mature  and  self-motivated. 
Requires  good  communication  skills, 
creativity,  flexibility,  and  the  ability  to 

work  well  with  others. _ 

FBC,  LAKE,  MBS.,  B  SEEKING  FULL¬ 
TIME  minister  of  youth.  Please  send 
resumes  to  FBC,  P.  O.  Box  157,  Lake, 
MS  39092. 


REASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE: 

Medicare  supplements,  major  med¬ 
ical,  &  small  group  health  insurance 
plans  available  for  individuals  & 
churches.  Call  Carra  Turner  (662)  231- 
4487  for  rates  or  visit  www.turnerin- 

suranceonline.com. _ 

STAINED  GLASS:  new  windows  and 
repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Class,  lackson, 

(877)  477-1899. _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING 
MS  A  AL  since  1992.  CaH  (800)  605-2970. 
CHURCH  FEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601  >  776-661 7, 

SE BREN'S  SIDING,  (ACKSON,  CHRISTIAN 
owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
992-2092,  Don  A  Rita  Sebten,  owners. 
CHRISTIAN  CHILDREN'S  HOME 
seeking  Christian  House  parents  for 
boys  home  located  in  Northwest 
Alabama.  For  more  information,  please 
call  (256)  356-8900  or  (256)  810-4908. 


THE  GOLDEN  KEYS  E-BOOK,  learn  the 
books  of  the  Bible.  View,  download  and 


GATUNBURG  CABIN  RETREAT:  2 
bdrm/2  baths,  sleeps  6.  Full  kitchen, 
view  smokey  Mt.  from  deck, 
$95/nite.  For  info  email  at 
pdiw4760Ratt.net  or  call  (251)  689- 

9981  or  (251)  689-9982. _ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 

(662)  455*743. _ 

SONY  52'  BIG  SCREEN  TV.  Excellent 
condition.  $300  O0O.  Hurry,  wont  last 

lor*.  601-955-6749. _ 

NEXT  LEVEL  BASS  FISHING  SCHOOL 
Beginner,  advanced,  tournament  level. 

(601)  607-7955  for  brochure. _ 

MINISTER  OF  STUDENTS:  Southside 
Baptist  Church  in  Andalusia, 
Alabama  is  accepting  resumes  for 
the  full-time  position  of  Minister  of 
Students.  This  position  is  responsible 


for  the  College,  High  School,  and 
Middle  School  students.  Please  send 
resumes  to  Minister  of  Students 
Search  Committee,  c/o,  Mike 
Blocker,  1213  West  Bypass, 

Andalusia.  Alabama  36420. _ 

COUNTY  LINE  BAPTBT  CHURCH, 
Crystal  Springs,  20  miles  South  of 
lackson,  is  looking  for  an  individual 
interested  in  leading  music  service 
involving  praise  band  &  choir. 
Please  send  resume  to  Attn:  music 
search  committee,  P.O.  Box  578, 

Crystal  Springs.  MS  39059. _ 

CRAWFORD  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  MOMLE, 
Alabama;  seeking  a  senior  pastor  who  is 
an  experienced  leader  with  5  years  of 
ministry  experience,  posesses  college  A 
seminary  degrees,  has  strong  leadership 
skills,  skilled  in  expository  preaching 
style  and  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  message.  Send 
resumes  to  Benny  (ohnston,  4500 
Harvest  Blvd.,  Semmes,  Alabama 
36575,  email  Bjohns7467  Raol.com 


Jus  i  For  iiii  ki  cord 


1.  Deacon  Ordination,  Dumas  Church,  Dumas 


2.  Deacon  Ordination,  Ethel  Church,  Attala  County 


Notebuming,  Montgomery  Church,  Lincoln  Association 


1.  Dumas  Church,  Dumas, 
ordained  Bobby  Bailey  as 
deacon  Oct.  21.  Shown  are 
Nancy  Bailey,  Bailey,  pastor 
Scott  Hudson,  and 
DeWayne  Orman. 

2.  Ethel  Church,  Attala 
County,  ordained  Mickey 
Bums  and  lim  Vandiver  as 
deacons.  Shown  are  Bums 
and  Vandiver. 


3.  Montgomery  Church,  Lin¬ 
coln  Association,  held  a 
note-burning  ceremony  Feb. 
18,  leaving  tne  church  debt- 
free.  Shown  are  Charles 
Moak,  Wayne  McCarty,  pas¬ 
tor  Mike  McKee,  Hyland 
Brumfield,  and  J.C.  Vaughn. 

4.  Beulah  Church,  Lexington, 

celebrated  100  years  of 
ministry  Sept.  23.  Shown  is 
deacon  Billy  Gilmore  read¬ 
ing  a  proclamation  from 
Gov.  Haley  Barbour. 

5.  Petal-Harvey  Church, 
Petal,  held  a  deacon  ordina¬ 
tion  Sept.  30.  Shown,  from 
left,  are  Jimmy  Gardner, 
Clay  Palmer,  pastor  Tracey 
Hipps,  and  Gary  Woods. 

6.  The  GAs  of  Navilla  Church, 
McComb,  held  a  bike-a- 
thon  Oct.  27  and  raised  $460 
for  World  Hunger.  GAs  par¬ 
ticipating  included  Hailey 
Biggart,  Carrie  Nimon, 
JonAvery  Jenkins,  Madison 
Fortenberrv,  Kathaleena 


Church,  Lin- 


Fortenberry,  Allie  Summers, 
and  Katelyn  Brown.  Shown 
are  some  of  the  GAs. 

7.  New  Hope  Church, 

Foxworth,  neld  a  tent 
revival,  Oct.  21-25,  with 
four  professions  of  faith 
and  one  joining  by  letter. 
Shown  are  members  of  the 
church  who  helped  set  up 
the  revival's  tent. 

8.  Edwards  Church, 

Edwards,  held  a  dedication 
service  for  Operation  Shoe 
Box  Nov.  11,  with  50  boxes 
prepared.  Shown  are  Linda 
Montgomery  and  Haylee 
Thompson. 


5.  Deacon  Ordination,  Petal-Harvey  Churchy  Petal 


6.  GA  Bike-a-thon,  Navilla  Church,  McComb 


7.  Tent  Revival,  New  Hope  Church,  Foxworth 


9.  The  Master's  Hands  puppet 

ministry  from  Tangipahoa 
Church,  Summit,  will  per¬ 
form  From  die  Manger  to 
the  Cross  at  Eddiceton 
Church,  Eddiceton,  Dec.  1, 
6:30  p.m.;  Miracle 

Lighthouse  Church, 
Magnolia^  Dec.  2,  6:30  p.m.; 
Salem  Church,  Tyiertown, 
Dec.  8,  6:30  p.nv;  and 
Tangipahoa  Church, 
Summit,  Dec.  9, 6:45  p.m. 

10.  First  Church,  Newton,  is 
hosting  This  Hope  in  con¬ 
cert  Nov.  28,  6  p.m.  A  love 
offering  will  be  received. 


8.  Operation  Shoe  Box,  Edwards  Church,  Edwards 


♦  ♦ 


9.  Puppet  Ministry,  Tangipahoa  Church,  Summit 


11.  Big  Level  Church,  Wiggins, 
held  its  parent-child  dedica¬ 
tion  Sept.  16.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  participants. 

12.  Highland  Church, 

Natchez,  ordained  Ben 
Wyles  and  John 
Kammerdiener  as  deacons 
recently.  Shown  are  Sharon 
Wyles,  Wyles, 

Kammerdiener,  Sherry 
Kammerdiener,  and  pastor 
Paul  Southerland. 


13.  Southside  Church,  Aber¬ 
deen,  held  a  deacon  ordina¬ 
tion  service  Aug.  25.  Shown, 
from  left,  are  Bob  Cook, 
Robert  Doss,  pastor  Dennis 
Sullivan,  and  Hubert  Guin. 


11.  Phrent-CMId  Dedication,  Big  Level  Church,  Wiggins 


1 5.  Fortenberry  licensed,  Hurricane  Creek  Church,  Sandy  Hook 


14.  First  Church,  Foxworth,  cel¬ 
ebrated  Veteran's  Day  with  a 
special  recognition  of  veter¬ 
ans,  with  each  veteran 
receiving  a  patriotic  bouton¬ 
niere,  a  bookmark  with  a 
cross  in  a  penny,  and  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  recognition.  Shown 
are  the  veterans  and  the 
Junior  ROTC  color  guard. 

15.  Hurricane  Creek  Church, 
Sandy  Hook,  licensed 
Justin  Fortenberry  to  the 
gospel  ministry  Oct.  14. 


Shown  are  Fortenberry  and 
pastor  Curtis  Roland. 

16.  Main  Street  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  celebrated 
homecoming  Oct.  28,  with 
dinner  on  the  grounds  fol¬ 
lowing  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  participants. 

17.  Lakeshore  Church,  Jackson, 

is  presenting  its  annual 
drive-through  Nativity  Dec. 
7  and  8,  6-8  p.m.  Shown  are 
members  of  me  cast. 


12.  Deacon  Ordinations,  Highland  Church,  Natchez 


16.  Homecoming,  Main  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg 


19.  Algoma  Church,  Algoma, 

is  presenting  its  16th  annu¬ 
al  drive-through  nativity 
Dec.  7  and  8,  6-9  p.m.,  rain 
or  shine. 


17.  Drive-through  Nativity,  Lakeshore  Church,  Jackson 


13.  Deacon  Ordinations,  Southside  Church,  Aberdeen 


20.  Crossgates  Church, 

Brandon,  is  presenting  A 
Crossgates  Christmas  Dec.  7, 
7  pm,  and  Dec  8  and  9, 3:30 
and  7  p.m.  Complimentary 


23.  Grandview  Church,  Pearl, 
will  present  the  Hanging  of 
the  Green  Nov.  2$,  o:30 
p.m.;  a  Christmas  concert 
by  Pearl  High  School's 
Chamber  Singers,  Dec.  2, 
(601)  824-2775.  ~  6:30  p  m  ;  a  Christmas  can¬ 

tata  Dec.  16, 10:30  a.m.;  and 

21.  The  Providentials  will  be  in  a  Lottie  Moon  presentation 
concert  at  New  Hope  Dec.  16, 6:30  p.m. 

Church,  Foxworth,  Dec.  2, 

6:30  p.m.  A  love  offering  24.  Holly  Church,  Alcorn 
will  be  taken.  Association,  recently  held 

a  Harvest  Time,  with  a  high 

22.  First  Church,  Columbus,  attendance  in  Sunday 

held  its  175th  Anniversary  School  of  210,  and  15  deci- 

Celebration  Oct.  6-7.  Former  sions  for  Christ  made, 
pastors  Joe  McKeever  and 

Bobby  Douglas  brought  the  25.  The  Women  on  Mission  of 
messages  during  the  two-  Sunrise  Church,  Petal,  will 
day  celebration.  Shawn  sponsor  Festival  of  Trees 
Parker,  pastor.  Dec.  8,  3-9  p.m.,  including 


BAPTISTS 


themed  trees,  the  Coca- 
Cola  Santa  truck,  hay  ride, 
fun  jumps,  and  refresh¬ 
ments.  Donations  accepted 
for  the  Lottie  Moor 
Christmas  Offering. 


14.  Veteran'll  Day,  First  Church,  Foxworth 


are  9  a.m.-3  pm  an  December  27-281  and  9  am-12  pm  on 
December  29.  Coat  to  $100,  which  indudes  insurance,  camp  T- 
shirt,  and  two  noon  meals.  Instructors  include  Carey  coaches 
and  area  scouts  under  the  direction  of  Goach  Halford.  For  more 
information,  call  the  baseball  office,  (601)  31®-611<l  or  the  office 


in  die  Smith  Auditorium  on  die 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer* 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  member. 
(Mississippi  Baptists'  letters  will 
receive  priority  when  space  is 
limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain  from 
personal  attacks.  The  opinions 
expressed  in  letters  to  the  editor 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 


NotA 


toreaectiveNow 
11.  Bennett  his 
served  as  pastor 
in  churches  in 
Mississippi, 
Louisiana, 


and  most 
Church, 


and  New 
is  married 


to  the  former  Nan 
and  has  two  daug 
and  one  grandson. 


one  9on, 


2.  Antioch  Church,  House,  has 
called  Ray  Spence  as  pastor.  He 
comes  with  lus  wife  Amanda, 
sons  Cody  and  Gavin,  and 
daughter  Jana. 


ipus.  Edney 

_  _  _ _  _  !ra»e  public 

is  invited  to  attend  the  free  lecture.  For  more  information  call 
(601)  318-6192. 

3.  Dedication  ceremonies  for  the  first  two  new  residence  halls 
constructed  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  of  William  Carey 
University  in  more  than  40  years  took  place  Nov.  15.  Opened 
in  August  to  satisfied  students,  the  residence  halls  were  named 
ByrdHall  (for  women)  and  Braswell  Hall  (for  man). 


Bangaldesh  suffers  second 
‘  r  disaster  this  year 

_ I _ *  k  v _ »  v  JL  Nib 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  wP  not  be  printed. 


BAPTISTS  8c  DISSENT 
Editor 

Principled  dissent  is  a  long- 
cherishea  hallmark  of  democra¬ 
cy  —  and  Baptists.  Early  in 


views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 

No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


newspapers  were  bom  to  share 
information  about  Kingdom 
work,  and  those  newspapers 
have  also  been  an  effective 
check  and  balance  on  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Baptist  leaders  and  how 
1  Baptist  money. 

_ _ j  was  also  created 

with  those  roles  in  mind. 

The  history  of  die  Southern 
Baptist  Press  Association  is 
titled,  contending  tor  me  Kignt 
to  Know,  for  this  is  what  your 
Baptist  editors  did.  Historian 
Walter  Shurden  titled  his  short 
history  of  Southern  Bantists. 


What  really  bothers  me  is  that 
the  IMB  Board  of  Ihistees  is  in 
essence  saying  that  there  can  be 
no  dissent  from  die  official 
party  line. 

Burleson's  suspension  for 
speaking  his  mind  is  a  danger¬ 
ous  precedent  for  Southern 
Baptists.  It  is  a  blatant  attempt 
to  dodge  accountability  and 
further  consolidate  control  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  power  bro¬ 
kers.  That  should  concern  us  all. 

Carl  M.  White,  pastor 

Highland  Church,  Meridian 


JUVENILE  ACTION 

Editor 

On  November  15, 1  learned 
from  The  Baptist  Record  that, 
although  I  five  in  a  country 
that  allows  its  citizens  many 
freedoms,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  does  not  beueve 
that  its  members  and  commit¬ 
tee /board  members  have  that 
same  right 

In  fact,  it  was  stated  that 
the  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  has  a  provision 
in  their  Code  of  Conduct  that 
states  trustees  must  "...  speak 
in  positive  and  supportive 
terms  on  actions  by  tne  board, 
regardless  of  whether  they 
(trustee)  personally  support 
die  action. 

That  is  telling  die  trustees 
to  lie.  Because  die  trustee  did 
not  apologize,  the  board 
decided  to  censure  him  —  a 
juvenile  action. 

This  is  not  unlike  actions 
now  being  taken  by  local 
churches  in  that  if  members 
disagree  with  the  deacons  or 
even  pastor;  then  that  mem¬ 
ber  is  censured.  In  some 
instances  die  member  is  told 
to  lie  to  church  members 
about  actions  being  taken  so 
as  to  not  possibly  put  those 
leaders  in  a  bad  light. 

Just  previous  to  this  Board 
action,  we  learned  that  our 
hymnal  is  being  changed,  even 
going  as  far  to  eliminate  some 
300  songs  because  they  might 
not  meet  all  the  requirements 
that  some  would  demand  they 
meet.  It  apparently  matters 
not  that  they  may  have  passed 
die  test  of  tune. 

My  father,  a  Southern 
Baptist  minister  and  mission¬ 
ary  for  over  20  years,  must  be 
in  his  grave  crying  after  see¬ 
ing  what  is  becoming  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  faith. 


R.  Eubanks,  Jr. 


ONE-TWO  PUNCH  —  Hundreds  of  food  victims  in  Dhaka, 
Bangladesh,  wait  for  hours  to  receive  food  and  medical  supplies 
alter  devastating  monsoon  floods  hit  the  country  in  August  Now  a 
deadly  cydonenas  delivered  another  blow  to  the  already-reeling 
country,  one  of  the  poorest  in  the  world.  (BP  photo) 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP  anticipate  responding  to 
and  local  reports)  —  Cyclone  human  needs  in  die  area  once 
Sidr  struck  die  southern  coast  an  assessment  of  the  situation 
of  Bangladesh  Nov.  15,  with  can  be  made,  said  Jim  Brown, 
155  mpn  winds  and  gusts  of  US.  director  for  Baptist  Global 
upto  190  mph.  More  than  Response,  a  Southern  Baptist 
1,000  people  are  known  to  international  development  and 
have  been  killed  as  a  16-feet-  relief  organization, 
tall  tidal  surge  flattened  bam-  "The  immediate  needs  are 
boo  and  tin  nouses  in  15  dis-  likely  to  consist  of  food,  water; 
tricts  along  the  coast.  temporary  shelter  and  emer- 

Govemment  officials  had  gency  medical  needs,"  Brown 
evacuated  at  least  650,000  peo-  said.  "In  die  long  term,  shelter- 
pie  to  cyclone  shelters  or  gov-  ing  will  be  an  issue,  as  will  die 
eminent  buildings.  They  esti-  need  for  dean,  potable  water, 
mate  die  final  death  toll  could  Widespread  flooding  could 
go  as  high  «s  10/100,  because  spread  waterborne  diseases 
millions  of  people  live  in  iso-  and  raise  serious  sanitation 
lated  fishing  villages  through-  concerns.  Crisis  counseling 
out  the  low-lying  coastal  ter-  also  is  likely  to  be  needed  and 
rain,  which  is  extremely  sus-  should  be  woven  throughout 
ceptible  to  storm  surges.  all  relief  responses." 

At  least  60%  of  the  trees  in  Millions  of  Indians;  Nepalis, 
the  area  have  been  uprooted,  and  Bangladeshis  were  affected 
and  debris  on  roads  and  in  in  August  by  monsoon  rains 
rivers  will  make  it  difficult  to  that  brought  what  the  Urtited 
reach  affected  communities.  Nations  called  "the  worst  flood- 
the  Associated  Press  reported,  ing  in  bvir^  memory"  to  south- 
Power  and  communications  em  Asia.  In  1970;  an  estimated 
also  were  knocked  out  in  the  500,000  people  died  when  a 
capital,  Dhaka.  cydone  ratBangladesh,  while  an 

Baptist  Global  Response  and  estimated  138/ft)  people  died  in 
Baptist  partners  in  file  region  a  cyclonic  tsunami  in  1991. 


2008  Doctrine  Study  now  available  through  Life  Way 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  What  does  it 
mean  to  be  made  in  God's  image?  What  is 
the  fiee  agency  of  man?  What  do  Baptists 
believe  about  the  social  order?  These  and 
other  topics  are  explored  in  Baptist  Doctrine 
Study  2006:  The  Baptist  Faith*  Message. 

Published  by  UfeWhy  Christian  Resources 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the  six- 
session  study  examines  the  foundational 
doctrines,  or  teachings,  of  the  Baptist  faith  as 
reflected  in  the  21  articles  of  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  2000. 

In  addition  to  exploring  such  Christian 
doctrines  as  the  doctrines  of  God,  man, 
Christ,  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  church,  the 
BFfcM  study  incorporates  historical  and  con¬ 
temporary  {frustrations  and  provides  guided 
IpMOMOVH 

Three  denominational  leaders  served  as 
authors  of  the  study:  Richard  Land,  president 
of  the  Ethics  *  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  in  Nashville;  Chuck  Kelley, 
president  of  New  Orleans  Baptist  Seminary; 
and  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  president  of 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  first  section  of  the  doctrine  study 
examines  the  Word  of  God.  The  first  article  of 
the  Baptist  Faith  *  Message  outlines  the  spe¬ 
cific  doctrines  of  the  Bible  and  proclaims  the 
Bible  to  be  a  "perfect  treasure  of  divine 
instruction."  The  study  explains  that  all 
Scripture,  as  God's  revelation  of  Himself  to 
mankind,  is  trustworthy  and  stands  as  a  tes¬ 
timony  to  Christ  who  ts  Himself  "die  focus 
of  divine  revelation." 


Divine  revelation 

The  doctrinal  study  shows  how  the  Bible 
is  authoritative,  infallible,  inerrant  sufficient 
and  eternal.  "The  Baptist  Faith  &  Message 
does  not  begin  with  the  Scriptures  by  mere 
accident  or  custom,”  the  authors  of  the  study 
write,  noting  that  all  doctrines  from  the 
study  are  based  on  the  Bible. 


God  is  infinite,  holy 

The  second  article  in  the  Baptist  Faith  A 
Message  outlines  the  doctrine  of  God,  stating 
that  there  is  only  one  living  and  true  Goa 
who  is  "an  intelligent  spiritual  and  person¬ 
al  Being,  the  Creator,  Redeemer,  Preserver, 
and  Ruler  of  the  universe." 

The  Baptist  Faith  *  Message  explains  that 
God  reveals  Himself  as  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Spirit  with  "distinct  personal  attributes,  but 
without  division  of  nature,  essence  or  being." 

God  is  Triune,  and  the  doctrine  of  tne 
Drinity  stands  as  an  essential  principle  of 
Christian  truth.  "Without  this  doctrine  there  is  no  true 
Christianity,  for  the  Bible  reveals  that  there  is  only  one 
God  and  He  is  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,"  the 
authors  write.  "Biblical  Christianity  affirms  one  God  in 
three  persons." 


God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit 
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The  2008  doctrinal  study  examines  each  aspect  of  the 
Trinity  as  mentioned  in  the  Baptist  Faith  A  Message. 

"God  as  Father  reigns  with  providential  care  over 
His  universe.  His  creatures,  and  the  flow  of  the  stream 
of  human  history  according  to  the  purposes  of  His 
grace,"  the  Baptist  Faith  A  Message's  article  2A  states. 
The  doctrine  study  examines  Goers  providential  hand 
as  seen  in  His  care  and  protection.  His  provision  and 
His  moral  structure  of  the  universe. 

"God's  providence  is  seen  in  the  unfolding  purpose 
of  God's  grace,"  the  authors  write.  "The  record  of  his- 


His  universe. 


God  also  reveals  Himself  through  His  Son,  Jesus 
Christ.  "The  full  deity  and  full  humanity  of  Christ  are 
fundamental  to  true  Christianity,"  the  authors  write. 
The  doctrine  study  outlines  the  various  aspects  of 
Ovist's  life,  birth,  death,  resurrection,  ascension  and 
return,  with  a  key  aim  of  teaching  participants  how  to 
confront  false  teachings  with  vigor  and  truth. 

The  authors  also  explain  terms  such  as  "incarna¬ 
tion,"  "atonement"  "propitiation,"  and  "substitution¬ 
ary."  Guided  responses  pose  reflective  application 
questions  such  as,  "Why  ao  you  believe  in  tne  resur¬ 
rection  of  Christ?" 

"Heretics  and  false  teachers  have  always  directed 
their  attacks  on  the  doctrines  most  closely  connected 
with  Jesus  Christ,"  the  authors  explain.  "We  must  be 


fully  divine."  The  Holy  Spirit  exalts  Christ  and 
convicts  men  of  sin.  Article  2C  in  the  Baptist 
Faith  A  Message  states,  "At  the  moment  of 
regeneration  He  baptizes  every  believer  into 
the  Body  of  Christ. 

The  authors  recount  the  role  of  the  Spirit  in 
the  creation  of  the  Bible  and  how  the  Biole  can 
simultaneously  be  the  words  of  men  and  the 
Word  of  God. 

" ...  [Tjhe  Bible  presents  the  process  of  inspi¬ 
ration  —  verbal  plenary  inspiration  —  as  the 
Holy  Spirit  moving  tne  human  authors  of 
Scripture  to  write  exactly  whet  He  wanted 
them  to  write,"  die  authors  explain.  "At  the 
same  time,  the  words  the  human  authors  wrote 
were  die  very  words  they  wanted  to  write.  This 
is  because  the  Holy  Spirit  works  within  believ¬ 
ers  to  accomplish  His  sovereign  purposes." 

The  authors  further  note  that  me  ministry  of 
the  Spirit  indudes  convicting  of  sin,  calling  unbe¬ 
lievers  to  salvation,  bringing  regeneration,  illu¬ 
minating  truth  and  sealing  believers'  salvation. 


Man,  the  image  of  God 

The  study  points  out  that  both  male  and 
female  were  created  in  God's  image  as  written 
in  Genesis  1:27.  The  authors  note  that  the 
image  of  God  in  human  beings  refers  to  their 
intellectual  and  reasoning  ability,  their  domin¬ 
ion  over  all  creation  and  their  spiritual  capaci¬ 
ty  (ability  to  fellowship  with  God). 

When  tempted,  Adam  and  Eve  disobeyed 
God  and  fell  from  innocence  into  sin.  Once 
Adam  sinned,  the  authors  write,  all  humanity 
came  under  the  condemnation  of  sin. 

"Only  God's  plan  of  redemption  allows  us 
to  have  fellowship  with  Goa,"  the  authors 
note.  "By  God's  grace,  demonstrated  and 
made  ours  in  Christ,  we  are  restored  to  fellow¬ 
ship  with  God  and  are  able  to  fulfill  the  pur¬ 
pose  for  which  we  were  made." 

The  doctrine  of  salvation,  God  purpose  of 
grace  and  the  church  also  are  explored  in  the 
doctrine  study.  In  the  section  on  the  church, 
the  authors  define  the  structure  of  the  church 
and  explain  key  terms  like  "bishop,"  "elder," 
"pastor,"'  and  "deacon." 

The  authors  also  write  on  baptism  and  the 
Lord's  Supper.  Believers'  baptism  by  immer¬ 
sion  in  water,  they  note,  pictures  the  death, 
burial  and  resurrection  of  Christ,  providing  "a 
beautiful  picture  of  our  salvation  and  remind¬ 
ing  us  of  His  saving  work." 

Like  baptism,  tne  Lord's  Supper  is  symbol¬ 
ic.  "Baptists  believe  the  Lord's  Supper  is  not  a 
sacrament  but  an  ordinance,"  tne  authors 
write.  The  elements  of  the  Lord's  Supper  sym¬ 
bolize  Christ's  atoning  work  and  are  observed 
as  a  congregation. 

"When  the  local  church  celebrates  the 
Lord's  Supper,  we  proclaim  the  death  and  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  tne  Lord  lesus  Christ  even  as  we  anticipate 
His  return,  when  tne  church  will  celebrate  the  wed¬ 
ding  supper  of  the  Lamb,"  the  authors  write. 
"Likewise,  when  the  church  celebrates  baptism,  we 
complete  the  picture  Christ  provided  for  us  of  a  believ¬ 
er  transformed  by  God's  grace  and  power." 

The  doctrine  studv  also  addresses  other  aspects  of 
the  Baptist  Faith  A  Message  such  as  the  Lord's  Day,  the 
Kingdom,  last  things  (eschatology),  evangelism  and 
missions  education,  and  stewardship. 

The  study  ends  with  chapters  on  cooperation,  the 
Christian  and  the  social  order,  peace  and  war,  religious 
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and  providence." 
attributes  of  God 
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tutionary  character  of  His  atonement  --  as  well  as  all 
the  other  biblical  truths  about  Jesus  Christ." 

Compromise  on  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  the  authors 
write,  will  be  fatal  to  a  Christian's  witness  and  "sub¬ 
versive"  to  one's  faith. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  described  as  the  "Spirit  of  God, 


a  week  in  April  as  the  Baptist  Doctrine  Study  week  on  the 
denominational  calendar.  The  2006  week  is  April  13-17. 
Churches,  of  course,  may  conduct  the  study  any  time 
they  droose.  It  also  can  be  studied  individually.  Baptist 
Doctrine  Study  2006:  The  Baptist  Faith  A  Message,  is 
available  through  customer  service  at  www.lifeway.com 
and  (800)  458-2/72  and  from  LifeWav  Christian  Stores  at 
www.lifiewaystores.com  and  (800)  233-1123. 
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The  Wild  Turkey  Federation  recently  delivered  turkeys  to  The  Baptist  Children's  Villaj 
for  use  this  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  season.  Pictured  (L-R)  are  Chris  Hawkins,  Be 
Maintenance  staff,  and  a  representative  from  the  Wild  Turkey  Federation. 
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Campbell’s  Labels 
for  Education  Reminder 


This  holiday  season 
as  you  buy  groceries 
to  prepare  your  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas  feasts  be  sure 
to  save  your  CampbeWs  Labels 
for  Education  to  send  to 
The  BCV. 


If  you  need  a  product  list 
please  contact  us  at 
601-922-2242  or  go  to 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Make  Up  Your  Minds 

Matthew  7:15-29 


Alice  Smith 


Jesus  said  that  each  of  us  is 
faced  with  one  decision  in  this 
life;  either  we  choose  for  Him 
or  against  Him.  His  words  are 
dear  so  there  is  no  uncertainty 
concerning  the  specifics  of  die 
decision.  If  we  are  to  enter  die 
Kingdom  of  God,  we  must 
understand  that  the  entrance  is 
narrow,  the  path  is  difficult, 
and  few  will  find  it.  If  we 
choose  the  broad,  undemand¬ 
ing  way,  we  will  travel  blindly 
along  to  eternal  destruction. 

Jesus  also  warns  us  about 
false  prophets  who  are  masters 
at  deceiving  and  who  twist  His 
words.  He  said  we  would  rec¬ 
ognize  them  by  their  fruit. 
Although  their  fruit  may  look 
ripe  and  delidous  at  first,  it 
soon  rots  and  falls  off  die  tree 


and  is  wasted.  Have 
you  seen  people  full  of 
promise  whose  lives 
ended  up  empty  and  s 
desolate  because  of  the  choices 
and  decisions  they  made  that 
were  not  of  God? 

Jesus  said  in  John  15:5 
(HCSB),  1  am  die  vine;  you  are 
the  brandies.  The  one  who 
remains  in  Me  and  I  in  him  pro¬ 
duces  much  fruit,  because  you 
can  do  nothing  without  Me. 

Galatians  5-22  (HCSB)  teach¬ 
es,  But  the  fruit  o if  the  Spirit  is 
love,  Joy,  peace,  patience,  kind¬ 
ness,  goodness,  hath,  gentleness, 
self-control.  T.  W.  Hunt,  in  “The 
Mind  of  Christ,”  says  that  you 
must  have  all  of  dime  qualities 
in  your  life.  All  the  words  rolled 
up  in  one  ...  a  package  deal. 

The  way  to  guard  against 
false  teaching  is  to  be  passion¬ 


ate  about  knowing 
Jesus.  He  wants  to 
reveal  Himself  to  us, 
and  we  must  earnestly 
seek  Him.  As  we  yearn 
to  know  Him,  we 
become  more  like  Him. 
We  find  ourselves 
becoming  more  loving, 
patient,  and  forgiving 
A  as  we  turn  to  Him,  con- 

"*  sistendy,  in  prayer. 

God's  Son,  Jesus  Christ, 
came  into  the  world  not  as  a 
conquering  king,  but  as  a  little 
baby.  As  a  pie-adolescent  He 
astounded  the  priests  in  the 
Temple  with  His  knowledge 
and  His  questions.  We  know  He 
was  tempted  in  all  things  iust  as 
we  are,  Dut  He  did  not  sin.  He 
lived  perfectly.  At  die  age  of 
thirty.  Vie  began  a  ministry  that 
was  to  last  just  three  years;  a 
ministry  that  would  transform 
people  and  history.  Nothing 
was  ever  the  same  again.  He 
was  honest  and  courageous.  He 
was  gentle  and  strong.  He  said 
that  to  know  Him  was  to  know 
God.  He  was  a  person  who  felt 
pain  and  suffering,  but  demon¬ 


strated  perfect  love.  He  forgave 
sins  —  and  He  could  do  that 
because  He  was  God.  We  must 
see  Christ's  sufferings  on  the 
croa*  His  torment  as  He  dies 
for  you  and  me  for  sins  he  did 
not  commit.  He  was  buried.  He 
rose  bodily  from  that  grave 
and  walked  among  us,  telling 
us  that  He  would  come  again, 
and  those  of  us  who  trust  in 
Him  will  dwell  with  Him  in 
heaven  forever. 

Jesus  said  in  Matthew  7:21: 
"Not  everyone  who  says  to  Me, 
'Lord,  Lord!'  will  enter  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  but  only 
the  one  who  does  the  will  of 
My  Father  in.  heaven."  And 
how  do  we  know  our  Father's 
will?  By  accepting  Jesus  as  our 
Savior.  When  we  choose  Him, 
our  chief  desire  is  to  be  obedi¬ 
ent  to  His  teachings,  and  He 
shows  us  the  way  to  live. 

Have  you  buut  your  life  on 
the  firm  foundation  of  Jesus  so 
that  the  storms  of  life  and  the 
false  teachings  of  the  world 
cannot  cause  it  to  collapse? 
Have  you  chosen  to  believe  the 
words  of  Jesus  and  act  on  them 


so  you  won't  be  like  the  foolish 
man  who  puts  his  trust  on  the 
shifting  sands  of  our  material¬ 
istic  society? 

Without  Jesus'  dying  for  our 
sins,  there  would  be  a  vast 
chasm  between  us  and  God.  He 
is  the  bridge.  Do  you,  as  L  shake 
vour  head  in  puzzlement  that 
God  would  want  to  save  such  a 
wretch?  Do  you  hang  your  head 
in  shame  that  your  sinfulness 
would  require  such  sacrifice? 

But  Jesus  came  to  free  us 
from  guilt.  He  wants  us  to  have 
an  abundant  life.  You  can  expe¬ 
rience  His  freedom.  He  promis¬ 
es  eternal  life.  All  you  nave  to 
do  is  believe  that  Jesus  is  God's 
Son  and  accept  Him  as  your 
Savior.  It  sounds  easy,  but  it 
may  be  the  most  difficult  thing 
you  will  ever  do.  Belief  is  diffi¬ 
cult.  Faith  must  be  exercised. 

I  know  who  He  is.  I  have 
experienced  Him.  Claim  Him 
for  yourself  and  be  filled  with 
the  sacrificial  love  of  Jesus 
Forever  and  Ever  and  Ever...! 

Smith  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Jackson. 


Explore  the  Bible 

On  Mission 

Matthew  27:35-37, 45-50;  283-10, 18-20 


By  Michael  Smith _ 

"I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 
Gomel,  because  it  is  the  power  of 
God  for  the  salvation  of  every¬ 
one  who  believes"  (Romans  1:16 
NIV).  Paul's  bold  declaration  to 
the  church  in  Rome  expresses  his 
unwavering  conviction  that  sal¬ 
vation  is  available  through  Jesus' 
sinless  life,  atoning  death,  and 
victorious  resurrection.  The 
Gospel  is  God's  good  news  of 
salvation  —  the  good  news  that 
God  gave  "his  one  and  only  Son 
that  whoever  believes  in  him 
shall  not  perish  but  have  eternal 
life"  (John  3:16  NIV).  The  Gomel 
is  also  our  message  to  the  lost 
and  hopeless  world.  Paul  encap¬ 
sulates  the  Good  News  in  Jus 
first  letter  to  the  church  in 
Corinth:  “For  what  I  received  I 
passed  on  to  you  as  of  first 
importance:  that  Ovist  died  for 
our  sins  according  to  the 


Scriptures,  that  he  was 
buried,  that  he  was  raised 
from  the  dead  on  the  third  ( 

day  according  to  the 
Scriptures"  (1  Corinthians  153-4 
NTv).  This  week's  lesson  passage 
focuses  on  the  good  news  of 
God's  salvation. 

Jesus  Died  for  Us  (Matthew 
2735-37, 45-50) 

God's  powerful  provision  for 
salvation  was  necessitated  by  our 
need  for  salvation.  God  has  pro¬ 
vided  for  salvation  from  our  sin 
because  we  need  to  be  saved 
from  the  guilt  and  condemnation 
of  our  sin.  Paul  forcefully 
expounds  die  indictment  against 
the  sinful  world:  "For  all  r  lave 
sinned  and  fall  short  of  the  glory 
of  God. ..For  the  wages  of  sin  is 
death"  (Romans  333;  623).  We 
are  all  sinners  and  stand  con¬ 
demned  before  God  because  of 
our  sin.  The  Gospel  is  God's 
means  of  fully  condemning  sin 


and  forgiving  the  sin¬ 
ner.  How  is  this  won¬ 
derful  gift  of  forgive¬ 
ness  made  available  to 
wretched  sinners  like 
you  and  me?  God  fully 
condemned  our  sin 
and  made  provision  for 
our  forgiveness  by  sac¬ 
rificing  nis  Son  on  our 
jjlj.  behalf.  God  wielded 
his  full  and  unre¬ 
strained  wrath  against  sin  on  the 
cross.  Jesus,  our  willing  substi¬ 
tute,  absorbed  God's  nghteous 
judgment  on  our  behalf  when  he 
was  crucified  on  the  cross.  The 
Gospel  is  a  cross-centered  mes¬ 
sage!  In  a  no-nonsense  manner, 
Matthew  conveys  the  profound 
reality  of  the  cross:  "When  they 
had  crucified  him  ..."  (Matthew 
2735  NIV).  Matthew  communi¬ 
cates  in  his  vivid  narrative  the 
manner  in  which  Jesus  was  cruel¬ 
ly  crucified  on  a  cruel  cross.  Jesus 
endured  the  suffering  and  the 
shame  of  the  cross  so  that  the 
unrighteous  sinner  might  be 
made  righteous  before  God.  Paul 
adds  to  our  comprehension  of 
God's  good  news:  "God  made 
him  who  had  no  sin  to  be  sin  for 
us,  so  that  in  him  we  might 


become  the  righteousness  of 
God"  (2  Corinthians  521  NIV). 

Jesus  Was  Resurrected  for  Us 
(Matthew  283-10) 

Our  hooe  for  eternal  life  is 
secured  by  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  good  news  of 
God's  salvation  is  that  Jesus 
lives.  Matthew's  wonderful 
words  of  hope  echo  our  victory 
in  Jesus  Christ.  "He  is  not  here; 
he  has  risen  just  as  he  said" 
(Matthew  283  NIV).  The  power 
of  God  to  bring  life  to  the  spiri¬ 
tually  dead  is  powerfully 
demonstrated  by  God's  power 
to  raise  Jesus  from  the  dead.  You 
and  I  can  delight  in  the  assur¬ 
ance  of  our  salvation  because  we 
know  that  Jesus  lives.  Jesus'  res¬ 
urrection  from  the  dead  grants 
us  the  assurance  and  the  encour¬ 
agement  to  press  on.  Jesus'  res¬ 
urrection  is  the  substance  of  our 
faith  and  hope.  Paul  eloquently 
affirms  the  importance  of  the 
resurrection:  "If  Christ  has  not 
been  raised,  your  faith  if  futile; 
you  are  still  in  your  sins"  (1 
Corinthians  15:17  NIV).  Because 
Jesus  was  resurrected  for  us,  our 
faith  is  not  in  vain,  and  we  have 
been  delivered  from  the  guilt 
and  condemnation  of  our  sin. 


Jesus  Expects  our  Service 
(Matthew  28:18-20) 

The  very  same  power  that 
transformed  you  from  a  hope¬ 
less  sinner  to  aprecious  saint  of 
God  is  available  to  you  as  you 
go  into  your  world  to  share  the 
gospel.  Jesus  desires  and 
demands  that  we  would  be  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  Gospel  in  word  and 
deed  as  we  join  together  to  be 
on  mission  with  Jesus.  As  we 
allow  the  Gospel  to  define  our 
purpose  and  shape  our  priori¬ 
ties,  we  can  confidently  he  on 
mission  with  Jesus  in  the  world 
trusting  that  indeed  the  pres¬ 
ence  and  power  of  Jesus  is  at 
work  in  and  through  our  lives 
(Matthew  28:18,  20k  The  unfor¬ 
tunate  reality  is  that  the  power 
of  die  Gospel  remains  largely 
untapped  because  most 
Christians  today  are  not  consis¬ 
tently  on  mission  with  God.  I 
challenge  each  of  us  to  fully 
embrace  Paul's  conviction  con¬ 
cerning  the  power  of  the 
Gospel  and  snare  the  good 
news  of  God's  salvation  with 
the  lost  world. 

Smith  is  pastor  of  Bethel 
Church,  Monticello. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  tie  either  (a)  type¬ 
written,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11 -inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on 
standardized  forms  provided  by  the 
newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received 
in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electroni¬ 
cally  to  the  address  below,  and  must 
be  contained  in  the  message  segment 
of  an  e-mail  form.  Due  to  increasing 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  will 


be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments 
are permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  vritete  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 


dear,  sharp,  and  well-1 

can  not  be  returned,  f 


Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 
pine.  Photographs  must  depict  people.  No 
landscape-,  rxjilding  ,  or  object-only  pho¬ 
tographs  will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or 
photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
Mb  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330 
E-mail:  baptistrecordttmbcb.org. 


hear  statistics,  plead  for 


giving 


SPRINGFIELD,  01.  (BP) 
—  God  is  moving  in 
unprecedented  ways 
around  the  world,  and 
Southern  Baptists  face  the 
challenge  of  joining  their 
missionaries  m  "whatever 
it  takes"  to  make  disciples 


Lottie  Moon 


Fowler  said.  "I  was 
absolutely  over¬ 
whelmed.  At  the  time,  I 
was  serving  as  interim 
pastor  of  a  church  that 
averaged  almost  200 
people  a  week  more 
man  was  gathered  in 
that  room,  and  that 
church's  Lottie  Moon 
offering  was  $9,000. 

"I  went  back  and 
told  those  folks  that  my 
family  was  going  to 
sacrifice  for  the  offering 
hat  year,  and  hat  he 
church  needed  to  give 
like  our  personnel  cm 
he  field  were  giving. 
They  moved  heir  offer¬ 
ing  goal  from  $9,000  to 
about  $20,000." 

In  other  matters,  the 
trustees  also: 


International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  trustees  were 
told  during  their  Nov.  6-7 
meeting  in  Springfield,  Ill. 

Eighty-two  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  appointed  to 
overseas  service  in  a  cere¬ 
mony  held  in  conjunction 
with  he  100th  annual 
meeting  of  the  Illinois 
Baptist  State  Association. 
Southern  Baptists  were 
challenged  to  make  the 
same  kind  of  sacrificial 
commitment  the  new 
workers  are  making,  laying 
aside  careers,  famines,  and 
lifestyles  to  take  the  Good 
News  of  salvation  in  Jesus 
Christ  to  hose  who  might 
never  hear  otherwise. 

"We  can  look  around  he 
world  and  see  God  is  doing 


•  voted  in  executive 
session  to  censure 
,  .  _ _ _  . .  .  ,  ...  trustee  Wade  Burleson 

for  violating  the  trustee 
■O-magnitude  eaihquate  hat  deyayed  ^  of  c*  duct  ^ 

Peru  in  the  past  two  months.  (IMB  photo)  vote  also  suspended  his 

participation  in  boaid 
business  for  he  next 
an  additional  $1.48  million  four  meetings,  at  which  time  he 
i-planting  move-  suspension  will  be  reviewed  (a 
ae.  separate  story  on  this  action  was 

released  by  Baptist  Press  Nov.  7). 

iticipates  receiv¬ 
ing  $10^  million  from  Southern  •  adopted  a  five-point  state- 
Baptist  mission  giving  through  ment  of  principles  for  contextu- 
he  Cooperative  Program,  an  alizing  the  Gospel  in  other  cul- 
increase  of  almost  3.8%.  More  tural  settings.  The  statement 
than  54%  of  the  budget  —  $165  affirms  he  use  of  "bridges" 
million  —  will  depend  on  giv-  from  elements  of  host  cultures 
ing  to  this  year's  Lottie  Moon  to  communicate  Gospel  truth 
Christmas  Offering  for  and  encouraged  missionary 
,w  tare  International  Missions.  vigilance  that  unbiblical  con- 

lothing  more  than  historical  Remaining  receipts  are  antic-  ceipts  in  a  culture  do  not  com- 
1  giving.  ipated  from  investments,  promise  "the  whole  unvar- 

•  •  «  ■  .  /  .i  •  i< 


the  the 

International  Mission 

rC?  nJm  HERE  TO  HELP  —  In  Los  Rollitos,  Peru,  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Wayr 

lH„n(  frir  v;  (.rw»ra  Carlo*  (left),  and  an  unnamed  local  relief  to  discuss  reM  eflorts  follow!! 

dons,  told  the  trustees-  the  community  Aug.  1 5.  Mississippi  Baptists  have  conducted  two  major  mission 

"God  is  planting  His  church  _ 

among  peoples  and  in 

places  never  bought  possible.  •  saw  25,497  churches  plant-  address  hat  need,  but  it  will 

"Your  missionaries  are  out  ed,  increasing  the  number  of  require  serious  sacrifice  and  a  to  foster  church 
here  in  hard  places  with  heir  congregations  worldwide  to  movement  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ments  worldwii 
national  Baptist  partners,  and  157,890.  said  A.C.  Halsell,  chairman  of 

they  are  seeing  multitudes  of  he  trustees'  finance  committee, 

people  coming  into  he  •  implemented  church-  "There  is  an  overarching 

Kingdom  and  he  church  being  planting  strategies  among  1,134  assumption  on  the  budget  hat 
planted  for  die  first  time  in  the  people  groups,  including  100  we  Baptists  will  continue  to 
history  of  many  peoples."  people  groups  newly  engaged  give  through  the  Cooperative 

with  the  Gospel.  Program  and  the  Lottie  Moon 

Global  statistics  Christmas  Offering,"  Halsell 

•  engaged  567,413  new  said.  "The  flip  side  to  hat, 

Fort,  Scott  Holste,  associate  believers  and  1.2  million  however  is  that  his  budget  is 
vice  president  for  research,  and  church  members  in  disciple-  limited  by  parameters  hat 
a  team  of  trustees  and  overseas  ship  training.  n<  '* ' 

leaders  delivered  the  board's  trends  of  giving, 

annual  statistical  report,  an  •  enrolled  a  total  of  222,604  "We  all  realize  this  budgi 

array  of  numbers  detailing  church  leaders  in  residential  not  big  enough  to  support  8,000 


•roved  a  $2  million 
are  an  expenditure  from  capital 
S  million  reserves  to  upgrade  the  board's 
ries  and  capabilities  in  digital  video  pro- 
w  lelp  mis-  duction  to  HDTV  format, 

g  to  take  us  sionaries  in  areas  where  dra- 

missionaries  matically  falling  dollar  values  •  heard  a  report  that  between 
have  severely  hurt  their  ability  Aug.  16  and  Sept.  30,  he  board 
i  to  take  that  to  provide  for  their  families.  released  more  than  $1.14  million 
s  there.  It's  a  IMB  finance  officials  project  for  34  human  needs  projects, 
•nding  to  he  Southern  Baptists  will  need  to  One  project  undertaken  in  he 
lives.  meet  their  $i65  million  goal  for  aftermath  of  he  2004  tsunami  in 

the  2007  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  southern  Asia  ministered  to 
Ighlights  Offering  just  to  sustain  ministry  8,550  people, 
budgets  funded  by  last  year's 

record  $150  million  offering.  •  were  informed  about  he 

Projected  U.S.  expenditures,  launch  of  a  new  Internet  site, 
at  $47  million,  represent  about  CommissionStories.com,  which 
15.4%  of  the  2008  budget.  represents  an  important  step 

toward  making  board-created 
Missionaries  and  Lottie  multimedia  resources  available  to 

churches  and  mission  partners. 

Trustee  Charles  Fowler  told 

trustees  about  his  family's  visit  •  voted  to  ask  for  a  fresh 
this  past  year  with  missionar-  study  of  compensation  for 
ies  in  an  area  of  the  world  missionaries  who  serve 
where  great  sacrifices  must  be  through  the  International 
made  to  serve.  Service  Corns  Droeram. 


advance  in  global  evangelization  exciting?  God  is  moving!"  treasurer,  presented  trustees 

since  we  entered  the  21st  century  with  the  2008  IMB  budget  which 

than  in  any  of  our  lifetimes."  'Artificial  ceiling'  projects,  among  other  tilings: 

The  report,  covering  calen¬ 
dar  year  2006,  showed  that  In  spite  of  great  advances,  •  a  total  budget  of  $304.8 
Southern  Baptist  overseas  mis-  however,  6,512  people  groups  —  million,  an  increase  of  $15.9 
sionaries  and  their  national  more  than  3.3  billion  souls  —  million  (5.5%)  over  2007. 
Baptist  partners:  still  have  not  heard  the  Gospel. 

IMB  leaders  have  challenged  •  an  $11  million  increase 
•  witnessed  the  number  of  Southern  Baptists  to  add  almost  (5.4%)  in  support  of  field  person- 
reported  baptisms  top  600,000  2,700  more  missionaries  to  the  neL  which  provides  for  a  net 

for  the  first  time.  current  total  of  about  5,300  to  addition  of  80  new  missionaries. 


